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BIRTHS. 

On July 21st, to Mr. and Mra. R. Moraan, of 
Hankow, a son. 

On July 21th, Shanghai, the wife of J. V. C. 
Davis, of @ son. . 

On July 26th, Shanghai, the wife of R. Hang, 
I. M. Customs, of a daughter. 

Cn July 80th, at shanghai, the wife of O. L. 
ILBzet; of a son. 

On August Ist. at Liu-kung-tau, Weihaiwei, 
the wife of Waiter E. Wocrcery, of a son. 

MARRIAGE. 

On July 7th, at Stanstead Abbotts, R. T. D. 
Sarue, of Hongkong, to WINnIFRED GERTRUDE 
Mary (Frepa) Lavgie 

DEATSS. 

On July 25th, in the C I.M. Sanatorium, Chefoo, 
Joun Ecppinas, infant son of the Kev. Gro. H. 
ani Mrs, SEviuLg, of Wenchow, Chekiany. 

On August 2nd, at Shanghai, Epwarp Govutp- 
ina, son of E. G. Wiison, aged 13 years and 6 
months, 
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ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


The English Mail of the 1(th July and the 
Parcel Mails which closed in London for 
despatch by the all sea route on Ist July and 
for despatch overland on the 7th July arrived 
per 8.8. Deli on the 5:h August. 
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FAR EASTERN NEWS. 


;The Emperor of China has recovered from 
are Lie 
olera is losing ita grip in the rural distriot 
of the Philippines. ad as 
The Belgian Corsul at Hankow. M4T. do 
Sniok, has ‘committed suiciie by shooting 
are with a revolver, in a fit of temporary 
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One bandred and sixty five bodies have: been 
recovered from the wreck of the/se. ‘ Ying 
King.”. 

It. ig stated that the Departmant of Com- 
munications of Japan haa persua China to 
join the postal union. 

The ss. “ Glenfalloch ” which arrived in port 
yesterday, brought 32 deportees from Singapore. 
They will be shipped to China in dhe course. 

The native editor of “The Korea Daily 
News” bas been oommitted for trial for alleged 
embezzlement of subsoriptiond| for the 
redemption of Korea's ind-b odnesg to Japan. 

A Spaniard named D. Francise3|Grisolia has 
been arrested at Shanghai by order of the 
Consul for Sprin on a charge of ‘attempting 
2 provoke a duel and with insult contrary to 
aw, 


The steamship ‘service between Tairen 
(Dalnt) and Shanghai, organiz-d ‘by the South 
Manobaria Railwxy, will be opened on August 
'0. The chartered steamer “ Kobe Mara” will 
leav: Shanghai every Friday. 

The Waiworn, according a Peking 


dispatob, is making a firm stand| against the 
proposition of the Russian Minister in Peking 
‘o establish a Mixed Cun t, (after |the model of 
the one in Sbanghai) in Harbin, 

His Excellency the Anstrian| Minister in 
Peking has iuforphed the Wai-wurpu that Dr: 
Kirl Bernomer, at present Austrign Consul in 
Tieotsin, is to be transferred t) Shanghai to 
take up the post vacant by the death of Mr. 
von Bari. 

The Chinese Ministers abroad {have jointly 
wired to the Throne as to the advisability of the 
early establishment of Parliament and have 
urged (hat Proclama‘ion of the national policy 
should be made to the publio to pacify the 
public mind, 

Farther reporis have been forwarded to the 
police of juoks stranded and lives lost in the 
recent typhoon. ‘Ihe list at |the Central 
Station on Anguat 3rd showed that 357 pereons 
were missing, 206 were drowned, 66 were killed 
ashore while 14 were reported injured. This 
gives a total of 643. 

A Japanese Consulata ig to be established at 
Batavia this year. Itis tha rule of the Nether- 
lands Government to conclude ja Treaty of 
Consalar Service with any country which 
establishes a Consulate ina Datch colony. In 
compliance with this usage, a Treaty of Consular 
Service in Batavia has been concluded, and 
ratifications will be exchanged in 4 few days. 

A F.ochow dispatch states that H.E. Sung 
Bhon, Viceroy of the Min-Che provinces, has 
informed the Throne that be has ordered the 
cultivators of the 27,500 mow of land which 
comprise the entire area upon which poppy is 
planted in Fukien province, to begin sowing 
oereals on it early in the autumn,m der pain of 
sonfisoation to Governmen. if thp poppy plant 
is ets]l cultivated there. 

Kobe’s newest hotel, “The Tor,” was opaned 
to the public on July (8th, /and, aa both 
visitors and the Press speak very highly of it, 
sucosss should attend the vénture. It is 
beautifally situated, commindidg a magnifi- 
cent view of the harbour, the whole of Osaka 
Bay, and a long stretch of tha Inland 8 a, 
and is surrounded by beautiful pod extensive 
grounds. The building itself is handsome and 
one writer has declared that it js “second to 
none East of Marseilles.” The apcommodation 
is amp‘e and, as the equipment is all that 
can be desired, “The ‘Tor’ ghould prove a 
favourite resort for thogeon holidby in Japan. 
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Notice is given in the Stra é Qovernment 
Gozelte that the Secretary of State fok thé 
Colonies wilt at an ea-ly date submit to thd 
Kiog an application forthe dem netisation of © 
old Straits dollars and half-dollara, Thesd 
coins shall cease to be legal tender after 
December 31. If unmutilat-d, and of not leas 
than the least ourrent weight, they will be 
accepted at the Government Treasury in 
exchange for currency notes or local coin up to 
the end of the year. : 

The redemption price of the Chinese Telegraph 
Adwini-tration shares originally $17 ', bas been 
advanced to $180, bat at this price thethare- 
holders still obj-ct to the surrendering and 
have wired to the Grand Council to the '+ff+0t 
thit interest at the rate of 8 per cent is offered 
to those who return the shares without taking 
the money. but leaving same as a doe 
whereas last year a dividend of $24,°0 was 
received, so that the rate to which the share- 
holdare are entitled is $ 0'", por share, 

The Viceroy of Manchuria is reported to have 

btained a qualified assent from the Central 
Governme:.t to contract a Joan with an 
American syndicate, «money being urgently 
needed for the introdaction and ourering on of 
reforms in that Viceroyalty, It is farther 
stated that H. E. Tang Shao-yi, the Special 
Ambussador to the United States to tender the 
thanks of the Emperor for the return of a 
portion of the Boxer Indemnity, will, amongst 
other things probably conduct negotiations for 
the completion of the proposed Loan. 

After a olosure of some 8 ven m the 
United States Court fr “hina was r by 
Judge Wilflsy on the 28th olt. Am the 
civil cases called that day was one in which the 
Hongkong Milling Co. were plaintiffs and 
Musers. Fraser & Co. defendants, Plaintiffs’ 
attorneys M ssrs. Drummond, White-Cooper 
and Phillips did not appear. For the defendants 
Mr. Sterling Fessenden appeared and said he 
was instructed by his clients to make appli- 
cation for the case to be discontinued,—His 
Honour remar‘ed that plaintiffs’ counsel ought 
to have been present to make the motiov,—Mr. 
Fessenden—Tbhe matter was settled amicably. 
Oo his Honour’s suggestion Mr. Fessenden 
agreed to file a written motion for dismissal. 

Taotai Mei Hsing-tsiea, head of the Tiontsin 
branah cf the C M. 8. N. Co., bas left that ort 
for Amoy, via Shanghai, to join Vice-Admiral 
Sha Chén-ping, Commander-in- hief of the 
Peiyang and Nanyang squadrons of the now- 
reduced Chinese Navy, in making preparations 
for the reception of the American Pacific 
Battleship Fleat, which is due to arrive at Amog ° 
on September 14, B-sides Admiral Sha and 
Taotai Wei, the Commissioner of the Imperial 
Maritime Customs at Amoy will also take part 
in the reception on behalf of the Chinese 
Government, The Viceroy at Foochow has 
been instructed to enter al! monies spent on this 
oceasion to the Government's account for 1908, 
The Chinese officials will repair a namber of 
aucient temples, will attend to the bailding ofa 
wharf, the construction of now roads, the 
erecting of a grand stand after foreign methods 
in the parade ground for the American admiral 
and his staff to review Chinese troops, tha 
purchase of several handred new ricshas frout 
Japan. for the conveyanca of the Anierican 
marines and sailors on land and will arrange & 
number df receptions to the officials and matines 
of the various battleships during their sojourn 
at Amoy as guests of the Chinese Government. 
N.-C. Daily News. 
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out ofthe mind of the Radical orator. 
The last word on the subject, however, 
has not; yet been spoken. As the work of 
repatriation proceeds and the demand for 
native African labour increases we cannot 
see that, from the humanitarian point of 
View, the repatriation of the Chinese has 
been a very satisfying policy to the sup- 
porters of the Government. We make no 
reference to the results of the repatria- 
tion of the superior labour of tne 
Chinese on the output of the mines, 
That would not appeal to the objectors to 
Chinese labour. ut on humanitarian 
grounds the Government can already be 
charged with a worse state of affuira than 
they were able to allege aguinst the Govern- 
ment which sanctioned the introduction of 
Chinese labour in the Rand mines. No one 
can be less of a partisan on such a question 
than Lord topeer Crort, who has evidently 
been closely studying the question. Ina 
brief but very pointed letter to the Zimes 
his lordship supplies a sufficient explana- 
tion of the silence of the supporters of the 
Government's policy in this matter. In the 
first place he poiuts oul that it takes 75,000 
natives to do the work of 50,000 Chinese; 
and in the second he shows that whilst the 
Chinese death rate in the mines is only 10 
per 1,000 per anoum, the average death 
rate of the natives is not less than 25. 
This means, as Lord Czcru points out, that 
when with Chinese the number of deaths 
would have been 500, with Africans it will 
inot be less than 1,875, or, in other 
words, “the Government. policy will 
reeult in the loss of 1,375 additional human 
lives every year.” What, we wonder, have 
thore who raved from one end of the 
Kingdom to the other about the enslavement 
of Chinese to say tothis? Diligent search 
faila to discover in the Radical preaa any 
references now to the “smoking hecatombs 
of slaughtered babes ” or to the excessive 
death rate among the native African miuers, 
or even to the “ conditions of slavery ”’ 
under which some 20,000 Chinuse are still 
working in the mines, No, the “ Chinese 
slavery” cry—ridiculous as it appeared to 
all who know the Chinese and were informed 
of the conditions under which they worked 
on the Rand—served a usetul purpose in tue 
election campaiga, but the Government and 
its supporters recognise that a revival of 
interest in the conditions at the South 
African mines can do them no good now, 
bat would, in all probability, do them 
great harm. And so they are discreetly 
silent on the matter. 


THE REFORM MOVEMENT 
’ IN CHINA. 
a 
(Daily Press, 4th August.) 

Contemporaneous with the movement to 
put her army on a@ proper basis and to 
egtablish a navy, Chioa has shown a desire 
to remodel her judiciary and to ensure 
urity of administration. The subject has 
‘long been under consideration, and we 
remember that Wu Tina Fama, the pre- 
sent Chinese Ambassador at Washington, 
tleman with a thurough knowledge 


& ger 
of Western methods, submitted a proposal 


which embraced a revised code of criminal 
laws.. That, however, only applied to one 
section of the law, perhaps the most need- 
yi fal of reform from the outsider’s 
\ ‘view, and did not pretend to take any 
cognigance of the other sections which are 
no leas bulky. Humunitariaos interested 
. in are most anxious to see torture 
abolished, aud while admitting the value of 
the various pugishments inflicted within 
the.Kmpire at the time they were instituted 
ee 5s 


because whether he was co 


oint of 
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ihey wish, and rightly ‘too, to secure the 
introduction of methods more in accord 
with modern ideas, It may he argued that 
the Chinese are still a barbarous people, 
and can only be kept in resfraint by bar. 
barous punishments, bat to; that opinioa 
we can hardly subscribe, especially when 
we remember that in Britaio ious crime 
diminished in consequence of the modi- 
fications in our criminal laws. To take 
only one example. When highway robb: ry 
ceased to be an offence punisHable by death, 
highway murders devreisel in number, 
The reason is obvious. sg ai 


in the first instince, realising that if his 
victim escaped his life was endangered, had 
practically no option but add murder 
to robbery. Subsequently when the death 
penalty no longer attached ito the offence 
of robbery there was no incentive to murder, 
icted of that 
robbery or not his life was |still safe. In 
like manner it might be inferred that murder 


and violence would cease to be so common 
in China as at pr sent were robburies and 
piracies and other offences | 
capi'al punishment. 
shvuld be don-;, 


mot met with 
We fc not siy it 
but the {suggestion is 
consideration by those 


perhaps worth 


interested. 


Unlike the laws of other] countries, tbe 
Jaw of Chiva is codided and accessible. But 
it is archaic, an4 it is perhaps not to) much 
to say that in mauy cises those wh» practise 
it aud obey it do not pretend to under-tand 
it. The fact that it has come dowa from 
their ancestors is enougn for them. The 
old law which has aescended to them bas 
been preserved mer: ly becali<e it was old. 
But while we do not value| law because it 
is old it does nut follow that!wa regard old 
law as valueless. By no means. There are 
lawa, the foundations of European legal 
systema, which we appreciate|perhap. all tire 
more because they have béen r-eoguise-4 
and obeyed from time immemorial, but 
Western systems have developed from the 
Greek and Roman Cod-s whereis the 
Ciinese system, which was cyntempvra:-eous 
with these, but independent is practically 
the same to-day as it was in those early days. 
Mongol and Manchu adopted the Chinese 
system of Government aud {ethics ag they 


- found them and proclaimed ghem incapable 


of improvement. That time has pussed, 
and the opinion is now freely express-d that 
improvement is necessary and dezirable. 
Without attempting a digcussion on any 
theory of jurisprudence—a subject which 


.| presents too many subtleties for auy but the 


trained legal mind to grasp--it may be 
indicated that the law of China is based on 
the patriarcsal theory. The unit in China 


of small independent corporations, As Mr. 
Drug Batt points out, “a family is respons- 
ible for the good behaviour/of its members, 
a neighbourhood for its- inhabitants, and 
an Official for those governed by him.” To 
replace this system by one based on a 
Western model making |the individual 
onsible would involve| changes of too 
radical a nature to be appreciated by a 
conservative people like the Chinese, It 
would be subversive of the existing social 
system, and to submit a scheme involving 
that proposition would be for its promoters 
to court defeat. At the s4me time it must 
not be overlooked that the principle of the 
respousibility of the individual has been 
extended very materially since the Code was 
origiuvally framed, and progress, nece-s irily 
slow, may reasonably bq anticipated on 
similar lines. 
A most hopeful featurg of the budding 
reform movement is fact to which 


is not the individual but the family and the / 
law is so framed as to be adjusted toa system | 


publicity is given by e Chinese organ 
published in English that “ Commissfoners 
have been sent tu various foreign countries 
to make special studies ia this line [laws 
and their administration] and the know- 


ledge which they have accamulated. 
should prove of benefit to the country.” 
Not only the codifying of laws -is 
aimed at, but the betterment of the 


administration. Corruption, it is generally 
admitted, is common in China, bat how can 
it well be otherwise when officials ate in- 
adequately paid anl ‘squeeze’ or fdou. 
ceurs” nave to be reckoned as part of the 
remuneration for the offices which| they 
hold ? Undoubtedly there are many honest 
patriotic officials in the Empire, but that 
do:s not remove objection to-the priheiple 
which gives opportunity for irregulari 
Ihe system must be chauged. A co 
bensive code of laws aud an honest jadi- 
ciary are not impussibiliiies, aud |when 
these are attained the purity of the Chinese 
adimiuis.rativou should be as seldom i 
pugued ag that of Great Britain. [ 

question suggests itself What system is 
likely to give such reculta ? The answer is 
supplied by the journal to whiea wa have 
already referred. It remarks t. tae 
Briti-h “ Coloni .1 Administration allows a 
goud deal of latitude in the interpretation 
of the liw aud is also adapted to local con- 
ditions by Urders in Council specifying 
muditications which experience shuwg to be 
expejient.” In couclusion, itis in.eresting 
to novte that Lr Yao Cuovn, ‘having 
returned from Japa., wuose legal system 


he was studyiug, hus been ingtruct- 
ed to procee! to British Colonies, 
especially thuse where Chisese: ure 


resid-ni, to twke not. of the methods in 
Ope.aiivu there. “ dt the reputativm: of the 
British Colonial Bench,” aids thé jour- 
nal in questiva, ‘“ is found to be real:y up 
to standard a.d if Lt Yao Cunv cau inetil 
lessons of hou esiy and-impuartiality into the 
ju-liciiry of Chia a great and good work 
sill have been dupe tur this country: by his 
voyage of inspection.” And sv cay ye. 
RANDOM REFLECTION 
Senne 

It seems i upussiols to gut away from typhoons 
thess days, bat dou’t let us worry tod much. 
After all, they have their hamorous site, I was 
told the other day of a lady wuo listened! breath- 
Iesaiy to the tale of thé tile which was torn 
from the roof of a house at the Peak, carried 
upwards for about two or three hundred yards, 
and then smashed through a pane of glass in a 
bedroom window. ‘“ What happened aftar that?” 
she demanded. The story teller gave her a 
look—and it was sach s look—and ad 
‘Oh, it chased a man round the room.” 
dida't ask to be carther enlightened. 


She — 
4” + ee 

The drowsy husband, tue min who conld sleeps 
through all the uproar of Monday night anc 
Tuesday morning and in spite of the; nervous 
wife by his side, is to be envied. . ‘The story 
goes that in one of the houses which suff-red by 
the typhoon a lady tried to rouse her sleeping 
spouse by telling him that the wind | got 
inside the house. “Oz course,” he muttered, 
“you can't Keep it out.” A minute later she 
nudged him and whispered: “The wall is 
falliog, dear.” “Nonsense,” was the 
reeponose, “ go to sleep.” Asa dutiful 
should, she lay quiet for a second or two but on 
hearing the noiee which told her that what she 
feared had happened she turned again to her 
hasband with tbe inpressive words “Che wall 
has falleo, dear!” “Just your fancy” came 
the answer from the semi-coscivus |pusbaud, 
who turned over oa his side with the obvivas 
intentivn of resaming his siamber. Uheasy and 
soxigas lay the necv us wife till a gunueman 
eaterud the. room. “Bless, my sval,’:.he . 
exclaimed, “are you per comfurtable ia 
and the bh colia " “Tm |ndt con 
fortable,” replied the p 
tanity to expreas 


’ 0 mc 
age, Wak bp: 


ak. 


_ Others were more fortunate. 
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‘are considerable. In addition to 

ar devasta(ed, windows smashed, doors 
Poke , roofs dameged, eto, many residents 
haveto mourn the loss of valuible china and 
other précions ooll-otions destroyed by the 
ruthless wind. The Chief Justice is one of the 
stfferers and Mr. Hough was severely hit at 
Cadzow, his beautiful bouse being partially 
wreaked, To say that there was weeping 
and wailing and gnasbing of teeth on 
that night of disasters is no! perhaps literally 
true; certainly not if tbe case of the gentlo- 
man whose teeth, carefully deposited on the 
dretsing table, was smashed by a brick which 
fell from the roof. “He couldn't gassh ’em,” 
said the unsympbathetic brute who informed 
me, “he had to gum it.’ 


in may ea 


* 8 
Ooming in what should have been the silent 
hours of the night, the typhoon made sleep 
imporsible in most houses, and, ss was to be 
expected, people did not go about business next 
day with (Heir usus] briskness Some explained 
“up all night through that beasily typhoon: 
had to hammer windows or doors: then the 
wife was nervous: it «as a rough time.” 
Possessed of 
the philoroptic temperament, and the nature 
which makes the most of things, they sat down 
to cards and smokes. What though the wind 
howled and whistled they could still hear the 
answer to the qnes'ion “ what's trumps?” and 
with enftable liquid nourishment they reoked 
little of the storm, When quietness reigned 
once more, they calmly turned in and agreed 
they had had not a bad night. 


* 

There was a touch of grim humour in one of 
the reports from the New Territory. It stated 
“the Indian police are compelled ta liva in tha 
oélls.” Feems a sort of retribution, doesn't it? 
Bat what would have happored had thera been 
any prisoners in custody? Would they have 
been turned adrift to sl.ift for themselves P Or 
would the authorities have consented to pri- 
soners and police consorting together? No 
doubt the typhoon is a lereller, but still there 
are distinctions which should be preserved, 


«+ 

I was pleased to read the other day that the 
Chief Justica and counsel discarded their 
wigs, the reason being naively expressed by 
your reporter thus: “It was exceedingly hot 
in the Supreme Court yesterd:y.” At first I 
thought there had been another of these 
ebnilitions which have become rather frequent 
of late and which have created the impression 
“ that all is not well in the State of Denmark,” 
but I was pleased to see the reference was to 
the atmospheres of the premises and not to the 
temper of the individuals. Counsel would 
doubtless appreciate the advantage of a cool 
head, an advantage not limited, { may remark, 
to the bar on that occasion. 

a @ 

We are supposed to “ know a thing or two” 
in the Hast, but yet it is surprising to find 
how ewsy it is to gull some of our presum- 
bly hard-headed compatriots. For instance, 

en the statement was bublished that the 

vernment had paid $100,000—mark well 

@ figures—more for the dredger just pur- 
chased than they ought to have done, many 

ple believed it. Apparently nc thing was too 
bad to be thought of the Government. And 
thé canard was allowed to run for a few days 
beforé it was exploded. The Government, with 
the sublime indifference of the elephant to the 
thrust of the mosquito, took no notice antil Mr. 
Slade put a few innocent questions at the meat. 
ing of the Legialative Council on Thureday. 
Then the Director of Public Works rose nobly 
to. the oceasion and with suoh remarks as “ groas 
mis-statementa,” prioked the bubble and exposed 
the extreme foolishneds of the oharges that has 
been aaate: And nobody could say that the 
rebuke was undeserved. “ Leg pullers ” should 
now experience some difficulty in working off 
their jokes. é 

s 

Lord Carson recently dasoribed replies to 
Parliamentary questions as ‘ those astonishing 
tours de force which combine to give the 
minimum of ioformstion with a fine air of 
affected candour.” How does this fit Colonel 
Reely’s reply to the questions saked in Parlia- 


RT 
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Colonel Seely trasted to be ablejto satisfy the 
House of Commons that “the best opinion in 
Hongkong, and that of the Governor ooin- 
cided with the Government's” It is no 
State secret that His Mxcelléncy the Go- 
vernor as soon as he received the peremptory 
order of the Secretary of State telegraphed an 
explanation which was in the/ nature of a 
protest, and as no steps have yet been taken 
to close the so-called opium dens, it is not 
easy to perceive how the Goyernor’s views 
coincide with those of the Imperial Govern- 
meat, Lord Curzon’s description of Parlia- 
mentary replies in general seems to admirably 
fit this one in particular. 
o*« 

It looks at preseut very mpoh as if the 
Hongkong Philharmonic Society is to drop out 
of the list of Hungkong’'s institutions, for it has 
lost ite tower of strength. That this should be an- 
nounced i the typhoon week is, bf course,a mere 
coincidence, for Mr. Faller’s decision to resign 
the condactorahip must have reached long 
before. The Pailharmonic ac ty cimnot get 
on very well without Mr. Fuller! aud it may be 
hoped that whea he returns from his holida 
trip in Java the Committee of the Society will 
succeed in getting him to rpounsider this 
decision, and be able to give him an acsurance 
of greater encouragement io the future than 
be has appareucly had in the pis 

Ropgerei¢x RANDOM. 
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A meeting of the aa Legislative 


Coanoil was heldon August 6th jin the Council 
Chamber, 
PRESENT :— 

His Excauuency tHE Governor, SIR 
FREDERICK JOHN  WUBALTBY LUGARD, 
K.C.M.G., C.B., D.38.0. 

neral Officer 


M.jor General BRoADWOOD ( 
Commanding), 

Hon. Mr, F. H. May, U.M.G., (Colonial 
Becretary). 


Hon. Mr, W. Rees Davigs K.C., (Attorney- 
General), 

Hon, Mr. L. A. M. Jonnston (Coloniai 
Treasurer), 

Hon, Mr. W. CoatHam C.M @., (Direotor of 
Public Works), 

Hon, Mr. E. A. Ievin (Registrar- 


General), 

Hon. Commander Basit R. H. Tayior, RN. 
(Harbour Master). | 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar, M.B,, C.M., C.M.G. 

Hon. Mr. Wer Yux, C.M.G. 

Hon. Mr. Mugeay STEWART 

Hon Mr H. A. W. Stang, 

Hon. Mr. W. J, Geusson, 

Mr. C,CLeMaNtTI (Clerk of Councils). 

MINUTES. 

The mioutes of the previous meeting were 
read, and confirmed. 

FINANCIAL MINUTES, 

The Cotontay Secegtary, by direction of 
H.E, the Gove-nor, laid on the table Financial 
minutes, Nos 42 and 48, and moved that they be 
referred to the Finance Committee. 

The CotoniaL TressureR beconded, and 
the motion was agreed to. 

VINANCIAL, 

The CoLontaL Sucrerary, Wy direction of 
H.E. t -e Governor, laid on the tabla the report 
of the Finance Committee, No. § , and moved 
its adoption. 

The CotonraL TReasureR seconded, and 
the motion was agreed to. 

PAPHBS, 

The CoLonian Sgceerary, by command of 
H.E. the Governor, laid on the table the follow- 
ing papars :—Correspondenca egarding the 
Typhoon Shelter at Mongkoktsui and the 
proposed Temporary Increase iq Light Dues, 
and the Reporton the Botanical hnd A fforeata. 
tion Department for the year 1902. The corres- 
pondence regarding the Typhooh Shelter had 
been circulated to members, but since the 
circulation it had been brought up to date by the 
aidition of a letter received the preivous from 
certain European shippiog companies and the 
answer under date of 6th inst. 
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His Exca_ueyor—I nave received fromthe 
Seoretary of state a telegram whioh hss alread 
been pabiished ia jthe aowgpapors and whiop -£ 
desira to read the Couaucil. It rung as 
follows :— 4 ; 

“Your tologr of the 30th July, news 
of the typuoon revived with great regret by 
dis Majesty s Gvvernment wuo desico me to 
convey .o the dommuuity of Hongkong) its 
sincere sympathy|at this second disaster withir 
Lo years.” i ; 

ADDITIONAL|TYPHOON INFORMATION 

His x sBLLeENCY —1 may add .o that that 
I have reosatly dbea in currespoadvace with the 
Commander-ia-Cnief ia Souta China with s 
view to arrangidg that any of xis Majegty’s 
ships which may be ceasing around should 
send wireless myssages to our Observatory of 
auy typhoon or soy atmospherical distarbance 
wuich they may be abies to report, Arrapge- 
meats are being bompleted and { hope they| will 
materially iucrease our Kuowledge of the direc- 
tioa and coarse df typhoons and soimprove tne 
signalling in this Colony, : 

THS TYPHAON SHELTEE—IMPOST ON 
| SHIPPING, 

His Excectencr—I have now to sabmit to 
the Couucu the following resolution :— 

Resolved that jon aad from the lss J anfary, 
1909, the Owner, Agent or Master of every 
chip waich envers the Waters of the tee 


Bhall pay the following Dues to such Offlopr as 
the Guvernor may, from tum to time, appoint :— 

(1) For all River Sveamera, wuich enter the 
W avers of the Uolony by day or by night : 
Five sixths of a pent per ton register. 

(2) AU other gulps waica enter the Waters 
of the UVulony :— 

Two ceuts per ton register, 

Exemptions:— Britisa and Foreiga Ships 
of War. 
Lt will be within the recollection of members of 
the Vounci: that in the debate on the Estimates. 
which wok place ou ths 3ed October last !year 
the hon. Mr. Usborne, whuse absence I greatly 
regret, urged apon the Government in a vo 
elogaent—I may say in a ve:y impassioned— 
spevou that therd envald bs no further delay in 
the erection of another typhoon shelter, | Ha 
reminsed us of the goud resolations which had 
been formed after the typuoon of 1874, when 
it was said thal some 28,0 7U Lives were lust, and 
he reproached the WGoverument that nothi 
had been douse for 25 yoars. In Septembar, 
19U6, according to hia estimate, Lu,Jov lives 
were lost. He was supported by the; ua- 
oficial membor repressenung the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Hun. Mr. Hewett, : who: 
Stated that in his opinion the typuoon sielter 
was urgently nveded, Mr, Hewvtt only spoke 
ax he had spoken previously in the debate ia 
19 6. Oa tuat oooasion he said that the neees- 
sity for snothur typhoon refuge was admitted 
by all and that ic oughd to be buili at the 
earliest possible date. He contrasted the goat 
Which tue colony had to bear by the frequent 
disasters and lows of property incurred by re- 
curring typhoons with thy capital cost iavalved 
in the erection of a new shelter. In that debate 
in 19V6 the seniorunoficial member representing 
thy Chiness commanity also gave his verdict in 
favour of an additional typhoon refuge and 
argued it on the groands notmerely of the aafety 
of material property bat on ths broader gruunds 
ofhumaniiy, ‘the Press of this Colony nag been - 
unanimoos in supporting the urgent necessity, 
the immediate necessity of buiiding anbpther 
typhoon refuge, and they have ey pe on 
the Governmwat that they are incurring a very 
heavy responsibility in delaying its qonstrdetion . 
on any grounds whether financial or otherwise, - 
‘he speakers in the dubate last year a sm) 
those who were ‘already couvinced. robe olf 
said in that debate that I thought it an irgent 
necessity for the Government to afford adequate 
p.otection to the small oraft frequenting this 
uarbour. I said that in my opinion there should 
be no delay in making that refuge, and I endorsed 
the pledge givea by my preuecessor that, it- 
should be uaderiakeo at once. It thersfore 
remained for the Government to decide in |what. 
way the money should be provided. « fter careful 
stady of the finances of the Culony and of the, 
stepa waich had been ad-pted in similar ch 
Loame to the cubclusion tnat ‘the cust -shonld ~ 
be defrayed by an additions! imposton-shigping — 
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LL en aa ET tS 

in the form of an inorease in the light daes. Tbe 
reasons which prompted me to this conclusion 
are in brief form in the papers which have been 
laid on the table to-day fn the memorandum 
which was communicated to the Chamber of 
Commerce. I will not go into detail on that 
subject in introducing this resolution, but I shall 
be glad to give any additional information that 
may be required later. I will add one or two 
remarks to the observations contained in the 
memorandum, Inthe first place it may be said 
that this typboon refuge is mainly for the bene- 
fit of native oraft. Why then should the native 
craft not pay for it P The answer to that I have 
briefly given in the memorandum, namely that 
it is not only the native oraft that benefit but 
European shipping. As European firms them- 
selves saidin one of their earlier letters, “ We 
materially benefit fromthe typhoon refuges.” To 
this point Isball recur laterin the observations 
T am now making. The following facts may, 
I think, be of interest to you: In 1907 it is 
daloulated that licensed and unlicensed junks 
paid 3 cents per ton. That is one cent more 
than is now asked from ocean shipping as a 
temporary means ‘to provide for this shelter. 
It has been calouluted, too that of the vevenue, 
produced by the fees and other charges on native 
craft 59.8 per cent. is spent upon them, w ercas 
for the ocean shipping 83.5 per cent. of what 
they produced is spent upon them. Fishing 
junks pay practically the same aa trading junks, 
River steamers, on the other hand, paid only 
+ cent per ton by night, equalling 0.19 or 
one-seventh a ton on all river tonnage entering 
the harbour, We therefore have calculated 
that in the increased percentage they sball pay 
in the resolution now before the Council. In 
going into thie question it was demonstrated 
that the fees levied on cargo boats, lighters, 
and water boats was somewhat ino: dequate, 
and this is why they have been rsired. In the 
second place I would remind the Council that 
in December 1896 the uncfficial members of this 
Council were unanimous, with one exception, 
shat the light dues should be permanently 
increased, not temporarily, to 24 cents per ton. 
That recommendation was not at tbe time 
accepted again. In 1912 the commi'tee 
appointed to investigate sources of possible 
increases in the revenue, proposed that 24 cents 
should be levied én shipping, 8 that the proposal 
now before the Council is not a novel one, It. 
{8 one which has already been fully investigated 
“nd one which has been unanimously approved 
in this Council with on xoeption, The papers 
which have been laid on the table show that 
uring the time the light does were inoreaged 
for the erection of the Gap Rock lighthouse 
to 24 centa the tonnage entering this port 
steadily increased, but it was noticeable that 
the tonnage of junks remained stationary, 
Why was thisP I think it is reasonable to 
assume that it is due to the fact that this 
harbour will not accommodate more junks in 
safety. You cannot expect a larger junk traffic 
so long as junks are exposed to the risks which 
they are at the present time in every typhoon 
which blows. Jt may be further asked why 
should this tax be imposed upon shipping only? 
I fear, gentlemen that when we come to frame 
the budget for next year we may find that 
shipping is not the o:ly industry whioh will 
have to pay oxtrataxation. What with the fall 
in exchange, what with the precarious position 
of the opium monopoly, what with subsidiary 
coinage, what with the heavy loss suffered 
in this last typhoon in addition to the rain- 
storms which preceded it, what with increased 
interest on railway oonstruction, and the pre- 
vailing trade depression, I fear that the out- 
look is not s very bright one, Already the 
margin that wo have over the capital expendi- 
tare on public works extraordinary has fallen 
practically to ite lowest limit, it only etanda 
at two-thirds of what it was last year and is 
only sufficient to continne the ‘works alread 
under construction anc those minor worka whic 
from year to year become absolutely new ssary, 
Next year we shall have to provide $150,000 
extra for interest on railway construction, 
and these sums for the railway will 
go on steadily increasing until they 
culminate in 1911 when we shall have to 
create a sinking fond on our borrowings. 
ln that year including interest and sinking 
fond, we may assume we shall have to pay four 
apd a half on one million sterling and three snd 
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a half on halfa million pterling. That will 
amount to a capilal sim of £6 ',00, or £55,100 
whioh in the falling rate of exchange will mean 
something lipe $600,005 jout of our revenue. 
I, think bon members will] sgree, after what I 
have said, that the Government {may feel that 
it has a mandate, a mandate of quite an ex- 
traordinary and unaninjous description, to 
undertake the conatructjon of} this refuge. 


& REPORT. 


It has been urged in fhe strongest terms 
in this Council. It uo urged by 
the Chamber of Commerce. |]t has been 
urged hy committees which represent the 
varying int resta of | this | colony. It 
has been urged by the Jocal Hress. Acting 
on that mandate the Govproment has 
prepared a scheme and it has come to definite 
decisions. The sanction 'of tha Reoretary of 


State to the proposals hag been asked and we 
have already gone to the éxtent df scquiring a 
dredger to commence 'the rk. I thiok 
therefore that we must say that the decision 
to build a shelter is one that bas been 
taken by the community as :a whole and 
not merely by the (Goverdment. 


'99 


first is that the tax is too heavy; the conditions 


are not the same as they were ten ye 
when the Gap Rock Lighthouse was built 
Competition is keener ; sbips are larger and pay 
more in dues, and rival ports are springing mp. 
Secondly, they say they are not opposed in 
principle, bat would like a longer time. They 
would like the contribution to be spread over 
s longer time. on order to meet their views 
have reduced the proposed tax from 2$ cents 
to two centa, and it isnow spread over a period 
of eleven years instead at five years as was 
soticipated at first. nthe letter written at my 
instance by the Hon. Colonial Seore to 
the Chamber of Commerce ed 
that prepossl to finance the scheme by means 
of an overdraft on a local bank at six 
per cant. I[ propose a counter gohome myself, 
into whioh I will‘not go at the present moment 
until | hear the views of unofficial members 
upon it. Afier all, geutiemen, what is the 
matter ia dispute? The shipping agrees to 
ths principls; it agrees to the half cont, The 
UGovernment has knooked off halfa cent. There 


The ! is therefore only half cent in dispute. Half 


pledge of the late Governor | and myself | & cent at the present retarns from shippiog 


that this shonld be undertaken without delay 
was unanimously welcomed. Th-refore we 
have acted upon it. Reconsideration of this 
fundamental question appears to|mea now to be 
impossible. If the Government|were to hang 
up the question again, to reopen the arguments 
on various sides, it would in my opinion lay 
itself open, and justly, to the obarge of 
vacillation and ineptitude. I will 
the various arguments which 
ployed in this question, bat I will rec:pitutate 
very briefly in order to show of what the 
mandate consisted. In 1904 the Chamber of 
Commerose urged that Causeway Bay was inade- 
quate. They also said it was jon the wrong 
side of the harborr and that they w-uld wel- 
come a change of position. They welcomed a 
larger area. They added that [they bad con- 
stantly urged that since 1898. Wnoffcial mem- 
bers of the Counoil, includiog thé representative 
of the Chamber of Commerce and the shipping 
interest, endorsed this view, |The Typhoon 
Committee was unanimoosly inj favour of the 
typboon refuge to be established at Mongkok- 
(sui. In their last latter the signatories who 
represent the shipping interest gay : “It ia quite 
true that two of those who signed the protest 
had also signed the repor: of' the Typhoon 
Refuge Committee.” But, gentlemen, if you 
turn to the list of members of that Typhoon 
Committee you will find not merely two, but 
you will find the representativeq of the P. and 
O., Jardine, Matheson & Co., Butterfield and 
Swire, Gibb, Livingston & ('o.; Divid Sassoon 
& Co., aud Shewan, Tomes and \Corspany. You 
will find tbat six of the shipping firms record- 
ed their opinion that this typhoon refuge was 
absolutely neceesary and that jit should be con- 
structed at obaprnd ots e of the eleven 


signatories who happened to be on tha committee, 
In addition there sre three other signato:ies of 
leading shipsping firms who I notice vid not sign 
the present protest. Finally, the question was 
referred to the Public Works Comm.ttee of 
this Council, They unanimously recommended 
that the typhoon shelter should be bailt at 
Mongkoktsui. Their recommpndation carries 
greater weight than perhaps any other, looking 
to the fact that the day beforp that committee 
revised an estimate in whioh it was stated that the 
typhoon shelter would cost a million aod a half 
of dollars, n spite of that they recommended 
that it should bs built. The! Public Works 
Committee included I think, the Chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce da also represents 
very important interests in this Colony. A 
flercer light beats upon a séheme when you 
know who has got to pay for, itand in the last 
\etter which came from the ferent of Com- 


merce or from the shipping interests they prac- 
tically say that it is quite true Ghat sme of them 
signed that typhoon report, They, however, were 
under the impression that Government was 
going to pay for it. With that I certainly 
sympathise. lt is no doubt haman nature ti at 
it should be so. I expected ajprotest from the 
shipping industry, and they drew a very dolefal 
pictare of the ruin and disas 
to overlake the Colony |in consequence 
of the extra cent in Nght dues, but 

ractically their arguments,| I think, may 
# summed up in two general views. The 


which is going 


represents 8 sam of $40,0.0 a year. 
(hat the signatories to 


I notice 
this protest all 


represeat British firms. If you turn to 
the Harbour Master's report for last 
year you ili find that the tonnage 


on British ships stood at 5,922,880, and on 
foreivn ships at 5,589,393, That ia tosay, it 
is practicaliy half and nalf. The oxtra liability 
thrown upon the B-itish firms amounts to 
$20,000 per annum, Really, gentlemen, I think 
that isa small sam, and it is hardly worth the 
indigoaot protests which have been received 
by the Government in the matter. If iadeed 
the disastrous effects which the shipping in- 
terestg contemplated will follow apon the 
policy of the Government it may perhaps 
after some years trial be possible to alter 
our fatai course, but in the meantime I think, 
as have already stated, that the proposal 
whioh is now before the Coanoil is a reasonable 
one, and a moderate one, With regard also to 
the point as to the onus which falls upon the 
shippiog, it will be interesting for you to know 
that oarefal calcalation shows that during 1907 
incladiog cbarges for light dues, and buoys, the 
charge to each P. and O. mail steamer was 
$245, the charge to each Messagories Maritimes 
steamer 8.44, and to each German steamer 
203. These, gentlemen, don't seem to me to 
be at all outrageous figures. It isto mea matter 
of the very greatest possible regret that we have - 
not reached perfeot unanimity on this question. 
The decision is a very grave one, and I can 
assure you it has been duly weighed. It is not 
pleasant at any time to impose extra taxes, least 
of all at a time wren the community is suffering 
from great depression; most of all is it distasteful 
when the proposition is oppcsed by members of 
the community of such weight and standing as 
those wo have signed this protest, members of 
the community whoee views are entitled to 
receive the utmost weight and consideration 
from tue Government. I had hoped that 
the compromiss of two cents per ton wo 
have produced unanimity, and 1 greatly re 
that it has not. done so. It is, as weall kno 
a year of increased taxation, Wo know that at 
bome in the United Kiogdom, in Japan and 
other places in the Far East, and all round, the 
burden of taxation is increseing, and we cannot 
hope that Hongkong should remain exempt. 
N w, g- ntlemen, turn to another aspeot. In this 
matter the Government is placed, as we may 
say, under cross fi-e. Om the one hand I find 
myself standing here to-day to defend the 
principle of constructing a typhoon refuge. 
What I expected to have to defend the Govern- 
ment on, if auything, was the question of delay 
in not having done it sooner. 1 trust [ have aar- 
ried with me those who were sill doubtful about 
theshelter. I will now endeavour to do my beat 
to show to those who have urged that it should 
have been done long ago that there has been no 
undue delay, In the debate on September 17th 
on the estimates, which was practically the first 
meeting of thea Council | attended, 1 stated that 
I oconoarred in the principle of the typhoon 
refugé. On October 3rd, in reply to the 
speeehes of Mir. Osborne and Mr. owett, to 
which . have already alladed, I said an estimate. 
had been received for $1,400,000 and as this 
seemed an enotmous sum i had to refer it back 


a oa 


4 
i 
3 
t 
4 


100 
to the engineer who prepared it to see if 


it could be reduced, On December 19th the 
revised report of the engineer had been received, 
and was immodiately laid before the Public 
Works Committee when they asked for further 
time to consider the report aud the plans 
on a work of such great magnitude. On 
January 4th they reported. There was still 
some lingering doubt in my mind as to the 
position of tho shelter, and I took the op. 
portunity to again consnit the Chinese 
merchants through the Hon. Regiatrar-General, 
and asked their views as to the position of a 
shelter, I was assured that they were strongly 
in favour of Mongkoktsui, and if they had 
hesitated between that and any other position 
it was simply because they belisved the Govern- 
ment would not erect an adequate one which 
would afford. perfect safety against typhoons. 
Having received the unaninons report of the 
Public Works Committee I went fally and 
carefully into the question.of finance, That 
naturally occupied some little time, and on 
March 7th I submitted the proposals to the 
Secretary of State, On May 27tb, having had 
no reply fr mhim, I telegraphed the Secretary 
of State, receiving in reply the answer that 
the matter had been referred to the Lords of the 
Treasury and the consulting engineers, On 
July 15th I again telegraphed, and I received 
the reply that the consulting engineers proposed 
certain modifications. On July 20th I again 
telegraphed, and I asked whether the 
consulting engineers could submit by tele. 
graph the chief points on which they wished 


farther information, On August 4th I 
reesived a reply sdying that the consulting 
engineers adhered to their desire for 


information on oertain points, but that we 
could proceed at once with a portion of the 
dredging. Meanwhile correspondence was con- 
tinued with the Chamber of Commerce, the 
result of which is-now before you on the table. 
‘We also secured the dredger, and Council will, 
T think, agree with me that there has been no 
waste of time in this matter. They will also 
agree that overhaste in so important a work 
woald have been even worse than some 
delay. I have alluded to the dredger. 
At the last meeting of Council, in answer 
{o a question from the hon. member on my 
right, the Hon. Director of Public Works 
gave full information regarding that purchase, 
T think we may say it wasa good bargain. and 
I hope that its acquisition will redace the cost 
of the typhoon shelter, I may remind you thut 
if the dredger had been sold ont of the Colony 
we should have had to pay monopoly rates for 
whatever work we had to do, and LT have good 
reagon to believe it was likely to be sold out 
of the Colony, and within 48 hours an offor 
wes made. che was surveyed as lato as 
November last, and I was advised that to redsox 
her now would be an unnecessary expense to 
the Colony. She was surveyed in working 
condition and found to be everywhere sound an | 
fit for her purpoze. I may add too the figures 
given by the Hon. Director of Publio Works 
when he contrasted the capacity of the “‘8t. 
och” with the “ Canton River” that the 
ntenanca of the one compared with the other 
M44 per cent. in favour of the “St. Enoch” 
will add a few remurks before I resume my 
seat regarding the last letter which I only saw 
this morning from the shipping interes 
They say that the last typhoon goes to show 
that there is no neo-esity for constructing 
another shelter at Mongkoktaui. I am in- 
formed, gentlemen, that according to the 
police returns, that the last typhoon destroyed 
66 native craft within the limits of the harbour, 
and 45 lives so far are known to be lost. As 
you all know, these figures mast be very much 
under the mark. In that number of 66 just 
quoted are included very many craft of Maro- 
pean make, The typhoon of July 27th-28th 
came from the north east, and returns from the 
Observatory show that. it never reached any 
point west to south. It therefore was not 
so destructive to native oraft, and conse- 
quently. to native life in the harbour as the 
one of September 1906. But we may any day 
have a typhoon from the west, with the same 
destructive resulta then experienced. As it 
was the sraft in the western portion of the 
harbour- were unable to reach Causeway Bay. 
Many --fled to Stonecutters and there the 
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boat, was driven ashore. Several other vessels 
belonging to that 
escape. ‘Che Kowloon 
lost two, 
many other craft were blown out,inoluding a 
“Bloe Fannel” lighter, ‘Another firm was said 
to have lost sight lighters. I thin 
to show, as I said before, that European built 
craft will benefit very much 
the typhoon refuge at Mongkoktsui as well as 
native craft. You must bear in 
European iodustry, the Wharf 
Co., have, I believe, something} like eighty 
vea<els empl yed in serving the shipping inter- 
ests of the Colony. To them, at 
refuge would have a very great yalue. 
letter gees on to say that Causeway Bay was 


Company had! a marrow 
Wharf and Godown Co. 


one drifting away jand many 


this goes 
indeed from 


ind that a 
d Godown 


y rate, the 
The 


not fall on that ocoasion. I sabmi} to you that 
it is very hard to say whether Causeway 
Bay was fall or not, ‘seeing that the 
typhoon ocurred at midnight, buat it 
ia admitted that there was a jgreat com- 
pression just ontaide the entrance late in the 
svening. I have some direct evidence on that 
point. The Wharf and Godown Company, of 
whom I asked the question, informed mo that 
they sent their lighters at 5 p.m. to Causeway 
Bay and at six o'clock they were told that 
Causeway Bay was fall, and began to tow their 
lighters to Stonecutters, over a mile distant. 
When they arrived there safe they) were blown 
out, Evea if Canseway Bay were not full I 
don’t see that this is a good argumpnt againat 
having the shelter on the other side of the har- 
bour, because it is admitted that orgft from the 
west could not get to Causeway Bay. 
been furnished with these figures jshowing the 
number of vessels which had bp 

outside the shelter entrance es 
morning of the 28th—9; junks, 88 
lighters sought refuge in Kowloon 
hom Bay, off Yaumati and behiod § 
while 200 sampans were counted 
‘There were 0 
Enuropean lighters ia Chinwan Bay. Prasum- 
ably, had there been an adequate 
Mongkoktsui, all these vessels would have found 
refuge inside, The signatories 
also say that the Government suggest there was 
plenty of water in Canseway Bay. That, I 
thiok, is certainly not the de and is 
that we 


r 


European 


it. I ‘have 
gentlemén, in submitting this res 
Council; it is a resolation of| the greatest 
importance. lt is not merely a 
the prosperity of this Colony, 

commercial profits of our port. This a question 
of humanity. Itisa question wiich has been 
debated since the year 1874, and w4s acoentuated 
by the great typhoon of September 1906, when 
10,000 lives were said to have been lost; also a 
vast amount of property belonging to our 
Chinese fellow subjeots was destroyed. ‘hey pay 
a large proportion of the revenne of this Colony, 
and I don’t think this Council should hesitata to 
pass this resolution which imposes some extra 
taxation which in this instanog falls ohiefly 
upon the Huropean osmmunity. recom mead 
for your acceptance the resoldtion which I 
commenced my observations by ing, 

The ATTO<NEY-GENERAL seconded. 

Hon, Mr. Morgay STEWART;—The ocorres- 
pendence which was circulated] daring #0 
week gives the views of the |Chamber of 
Commerce amply up to yesterday and I had 
hoped would have relieved me from the necsssity 
of addressing the Council on this mach discussed 
sabject. A new feature has, however, been 
introduced into tle controversy jby the letter 
from the Shipping Companies, addressed to the 
Government yesterday afternoon.} A copy was 
sent in to the Chamber of Commerce but there 
| hag not been time to hold a Committee meeting. 

I do not know whether a Committee meeting 
| would result in ths unanimous afloption of the 
views of the: Shipping Companies, but it 
is more than probable that opinion would 
favour postponing this resolution until the 
matter has been. again discussed, and in an 
affair of such importance it is} nataral that 
+ T should wish to represent fully; the views of 
Chamber. Two new pointe werg raised in the 
letter, the first drawn from the |experience of 
the late typhoon; the second covers the sugges- 
tion that the Government intend to fill w 


the resulting 
whether that point /was pat forward with 
idea of atiribating [Machiavellian intentions to 
the Government, or|merely by the way of subtly 
supplying a hint 
way out of our p 
meat should at least give an assarance that if 
there is any suohj inteation, or if whea the 
proposed shelter at |Mongkoksai is cg: Ps 
should seem desirable to reclaim Cause . 
tue fands so reali 
the outstandiag debit ap 
the Mongkoksui so 
raised opens up a hew poy which shoald . 
porke abe disqussdd. can easily anderstend . 
at 
that an enormous latitade has y been given 
to discussion over! this matter, bat the extra 
ordinary rapidity with whioh the A terepggene of 
this commaaity o 
coos.itutes a valid 
even of old arguments brought forward by new. 
men, and jostifies; a special 
conaideration of the officials, The need of. 
the moment is thet conviction should be 
brought home to the minds of those who 
are immediately and at the moment concerned, 
I am saoh a true believer in the superiority of 
discussion over correspondence as a means of 
arriviug at agreement, and this method having 
borne such excellent results in 
cussion of the Health Biil, that even at the 
eleveath hour in vibw of the inflacntiaily signed 
protest which has 
Government to consider seriously whether it 
woald not be desirable in the public interest, 
and in the interest/of the harmonious working 
of this scheme, to afford an opportanity for the 
signatories of that protest to moet the per- 
manent officiala, who have the subject at their. 
flagers’ ends, and to hear the case for the. 
Government proposals in all its bearings, - 
L am bopefal thst 
vinced of the validity of the reasons whioh : 
convince me that 
and moderate.—if! that: 
unconvinced by Your Hx 
of the case. In dny caso I have been asked by 
the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce 
to beg Your Hxceliency to postpone this 
most important résolution, not for long ; only 
to allow time for the suggested mbeting to take 
place, and I theréfore think it is my duty on 
behalf of the Chamiber to make this appesl. 


think that the discussion bas not been sufficiently 
brought -to the | notice of members of this 
Council, and that ciroamstances alter oases, 
It has been’ meatidaed thatia 19U6,-asa member 


[Angust 6,-1008.. 
nd, Team a Bite duabifsk 


f a hitherto-anthought-of- 
ent diffcultie. The Govera- 


red 
ised will be devoted to 
ing as the cost 


me. any case the poise 


ges, outside official cireles, 
aso for the reappearance, 


claim upon the- 


@ recent dis- 


been made, I would beg the 


they might be con-. 


aro reasonable 
they still remain 
cellency’s statement 


the pro 


Hon. Mr. Gumsson--Your Hxovlleocy, I 


of tne ‘I'yphoon Committee, 1 was in favour of 
an expenditure for the Mongkoktsui refuge. © 
That is undoubtedly so. Tne tigares that I had 
laid before me, aad which were sanctioned by 
the Public Works Committee about the same 
time, comprised an expenditure of some $400,000. 
But at that time the revenue of the Colouy was. 
not in the precarious state it is now. @ did 
not know that at one fell swoop we were going 
to lose s greatiand important part of our 
revenue, Also Ijunderstood that the contribu. 
tion which waa promised by your predecessor 
to the fund, asum of $300,000, woald be available 
for payment of work at this refuge.» Therefure 
Sir, you willsee that at that time the yphoon 
Committee only ‘saticipated an expenditure of 
$30u,000, That is s different thing to the 
sanctioning of am expenditure of $1,500,000. 
Your Bxcellency| also laid great stress on-the 
faot that the chairman of the Sangre tear" 
meree and its tative in thi 

strongl sappocted | Bat he algo strongly 
op any increase of light dues to pay for it. 
‘Lhe feeling in the Colony seems to me someé- 
what changed as to the advisability of a refage, 
and I think the proposal made by the represeut- 
ative of the Chamber of Commerce worth 
your Elxcellency’s consideration. I would also 


aak that the decision should be postponed till 
we have had pecy mare op rtanity of discuss- 
I will second the: 


ing the whole matter, an 19 
amendment of the'representative of the Chamber © 
of Commerce, - ace 


Hon. Dr, Ho} 


of Commerce, w was supported 
trembey who hea jhat taken his seat, * 


“ Motniog Star,” -the Star Ferry Oompany’s 
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all dise -ssions, also to make everyone thorough: 
ly understand the position weare in, Asin the 
case of the Public Health and Buildiogs Bill, 
' am guite confident that this conference would 
be earn of mach , sud I quite believe 
with the hon. member for the Chamber of Com- 
merce that the result of it will repay us. I may 
say that the views I expressed in September 
two years ago in this Council I still maintain. 
I say come what may, and cost what. it may 
we must, upon the broad principle of humanity 
alone, do something to save these poor Chinese 
who live on the water and their oraft from 
devastation by boons. And if the occost 
cannot be found by increasing the light 
dues, then it has to be found by the 
increasing of rates or the assessed taxes of the 
Colony. The question before the Council just 
boils down to this: Are the ratepayers of this 
Colony—the majority of whom are poor—to 
havo their taxes increased by about 70 per cent, 
or shall we ask the shipping firms to increase 
their contribution by one cent per ton for a 
certain number of hess Asa representative of 
the ratepayers there is absolutely no doubt 
whet position I shall take, and at the same time 
I quite understand the attitude adopted by the 
shipping firms, They naturally do not like to 
have any of the burden falling on them, bat in 
this case I understand that the proposal of the 
Government is to defray Lalf the cost ontof the 
Serpe revenue of the Colony, and the other 

out of light dues. There is one point that 
was touched on by the hon. member opposite, 
He spoke of the three lacs of dollars promised 
by the Government which {included $270,000 

d snd $80,000 handed over by the phoon 
Relief Committtee. The Government thought 
this amount should be expended in the erection 
of anewshelter. Another point was mentioned 
by the member for the Chambar of Commerce 
yuck also deserved attention. That was regard- 
ing Causeway Bay when the new refuge was at 
Mongkokteui. A oconferenos might be called 
on the subject, and I am quite confident the 
result will be satisfactory. 

Hon. Mr. War Youu—I quite agree: with 
the hon. Dr. Hon. Kai, and have muoh pleasure 
in supporting what he said, 

His Exoxtuency—Gentlemen, I think that 
the course of action which was pursued in 
regard to the Pub‘ic Health and Buildings 
Ordinance which has been alluded to by the 
hon, member who proposed the amendment 
now under consideration will prove to you that 
there iy no one who more fally and strougly 
believes in disoussion in preference to abitrary 
action than 1 do. Bat, gentlemen, the dia- 
cossions which took place on the Public 
Health and Buildings Ordinanca were 
disonssions of a wholly different class to the 
one we are now having. They were ques- 
tions of immensity of detail; questions as 
to how the law could best be applied in various 
tronblesome circumstances, The question before 
the Council to-day isaclear issue. [: is not one, 
IT maintain, in which further postponement or 
farther hanging up can do any real good. 
If I conld see my way to converting one 
single persoa who does not now believe this 
is the best course, 1 would gladly postpone it. 
But I do not. Frankly, I thiok farther 
discussion means further friction, We have 

this matter. The Government haa 

stated that it is prepared to mike the charge 
two instead of two and a half cents. Any other 
valusble sources of revenue such ag those 
proposed by the senior Chinese member must be 
hypothecated to other necessities we foresee in 
in the future. In that case, with what object 
do we meet the signatories to this letter? The 
Government is in a cleft stick. It is unable to 
recede from its position when the refuge is 
absclately uo , and when the mioinam 
which we can ask from the shipping interesta 
has been asked. We have nothing to alter. 
What then, gentlemen, is the use of further 
discussion. The hon. member of the Chamber of 
Commerce said a new factor had been introduced 
by the lesson we received in the last 
hoon, Are we to take more lessons 

m more hoonsP Are we to sacrifice 
more _ lives fore wa make up our 
minds what we are going to do in this matter ? 
He said also that there was a new aspect on 
account of the constantly changing personnel 
of this Colony,. Will waiting bring us any 
nearer our end from that point of view? Are 
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we to wait for freeh Pah te och arguments 
and fresh men? As I said before, gentlemen, 
I think any farther postponement nothing more 
or lees than culpable . | We have got 
to do this thing, and we shoald ke up our 
minds to doit at once. I feel /sure that the 
conoensus of opinion in this Colony is in favour 
of the Government's proposal, and the mover of 
the amendment proolaimed hi a believer io 
the moderate proposals of the Gavernment. He 
ssid that a new and hitherto junthought of 

roject had been foreshadowed in the Isat letter 
From the shipping interests, namely, the idea of 
filling in about Causeway Bay, . That is a fami- 
liar idea, and has cot bee: unthouht of, I had it 
suggested to me sometime ago and I thought 
it was not then unknown to the Hon. and learned 
member who I am sorry to see {s absent to-day. 
I had a valoation made. I thought it at firet 
a somewhat admirable project to mortgage, so 
to say, the land which might be|reclaimed, and 
so to provide funds for this typhoon shelter. 
But I am advised that the reclamation of a very 
considerable portion of the bay would only pro- 
duce a sum ob something like $25,000, not one- 
hundredth of the sum requir I am also 
myself very strongly of opinion that there must 
always ba a shelter, though perhaps not so 
large, in the east as well as in west, It may 
be possible hereafter to reclaim some portion of 
the inland area of Causeway |Bay, but that 
cannot at any rate be done untill the shelter at 
Mongkoktsui is completed and 4 going concern. 
That will not, in all probability] happen during 
the period I have the honour |to occoupy this 
obair, and I do not feel I could pledge futurity 
by any promise that any sum ised shall be 
devoted to defraying any outstanding balance 
on the Mongkoktsui refage. I am here, and 
if the reclamation should be carried oat and a 
sum sbould ocontinue outstanding for the 
Mongkoktsui refuge I would stpport myself s 
suggestion that the sum ised from the 
reclamation should go towards outstanding 
deficit of the Mongkoktsui refuge, The senior 
anofficial member alluded to the balance of s 
sum which was subsoribed towards the typhoon 
relief, also to the pledge jgiven by my 
predecessor that the Government would oon- 
tribate an equal amoant to any amount subsori- 
bed by the community. The balance wo have 
in hand of the typhoon relief dommittees, will 
be partly, I fear, required to méet distress from 
this réoent typhoon, bat whatever remains of it 
will certainly ba devoted to the/typhoon refuge 
in accordance with the promige given by my 
predecessor. As regards the donation by the 
Government of a sum equal to |that subsoribed 
by individuals of the Colony, $249,000, the 
(Sovaeninant proposes to give half out of the 
revenues, Supposing we aesunje that the light 
dues stand aside, the Government atill gives 
half, which amounts to §75 
recollect any other point that was raised. 
now put the resolution to the vote. 

‘Lhe ATTORNEY-GuanzRaL—A point of order. 
May I ask the hon. member, opposite if his 
proposal is an adjourament of the debate. 

Hon. Mr, Mugeary Stewakrt said it was, and 
framed his amendment which |read “That the 
debate shall be adjourned pending deliberations 
upon the Shipping Companie’s } protest.” 

On being put to the meeting the amendment 
was joat, the unofficials voting for, and the 
officials against it. | 

The resolution was then put ‘and was carried 
by ten to two, the Hon, Mr. wid. Gresson and 
Hon. Mr. Murray Stewart yoting against it, 

His ExceLLrncy—Conncil oe adjourned 


- 


sine die. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE, 


A meeting of the Finance! Committee was 
held after the Council—the Colonial Seoretary 
presiding. The following votes were passed ; 


COMPHNSATION FOR ERSUMPTION. 


The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of One thousand three hundred and 
sixty-eight Dollars ($1,368) in aid of the vote, 
Pablic Works, Extraordinary, Miscellaneous, 
Compensation for the Resumption af Lots Nos. 
212 = 711 situated in Denjarcation District 
No, . 


RADE REPORT. 


a mee. 8s 
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STEAM. LAUNOM BSPAIBS. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
to vote a sum of one hundred and eight-nine 
Dollers ($189) in aid of vote, Post Office, A= 
Hongkong Post Office, other Charges, Repairs 
to teats Lansch. 


THE TYPHOON 


ere 


CAPTAIN PAGu’s FAT, 

All doubts are now at rest cepersing Se 
fate of Captain Page of the se. “ Yingking.” 
On Friday night- the bedy of a European wae 
picked up at Castle Peak, near the scene of 
the wreck, and brought on to Hongkong for 
identification. It was so badly disfigured, how- 
ever, that nobody could recognise it, but 
Detective-Se t Terrett recognised the 
watch and chain as belonging to Captain mir. 9 
The wa'ch was badly damaged by water, 
hands were missing and a considerable quantity 
of olay clogged the works, 

The body was found by the crew of the 
steam isunch “Kwong Sing.” When first 
sighted those on board the launch noticed four 
Chinese in a small fishing craft rifling the 
European’s pockets. The ocoxswain of the 
lannoh approached the fishing boat, and fiadin 
the crew ia possession of Captain Page's wate 
and chain, arrested them and handed them 
over to the police at Capeuimam. They were 
charged before Mr. J. H. Kemp at the 
Magistracy on Saturday with stealing the 
watoh and chain, found guilty, and sentence of 
three months’ imprisonment was pessed on each 
of the defendants. 

Te funeral of Captain Page took place on 
Satarday night, a hasty burial belag necessary. 
The few of his friends who received information 
followed the cortege to Happy Valley. There 
the funeral service was oonducted, and the 
remains of the Captain laid to reat, ‘‘ mid lan. 
terns dimly burning.” 

H.M.5. “ WHITING” BREFLOATED. 

Since Tuesday last the “boys in blue” have 
been hard at it, night and day, working to 
refloat the “ Whiting,’ which was driven dn 
the rocks at Lyeemoon Pass. Men from 
H.M.8.“ Tamar,” H.M.8. “Bramble,” H.M.S. 
“Thistle” and other warships in port, under 
the command of QCommander Grenfield, B.N., 
and Lieut. Issacsoa, R.N., were bysily engaged 
removing the peat coal and stores from the 
ship to lighten in every way possible, The 
operations of lifting and reflosting the 
“ Whiting” were under the personal direction 
of Chief Constructor W. T. Hooksday, of the 
Boyal Corpse of Naval Constructors, and it is 
due to his able management and the energy of 
the men already mentioned that the torpedo 
boat was successfully refloated. The Navy men 
were greatly assisted ia their work through the 
kindness of Messrs. Butterfield and Swire and 
the Hongkong and Whampoa Dock, who 
their efcient pumping gear at the disposal of 
the salvers. The “ Whiting” when docked, 
was found to be badly dama in the engine 
and after boiler roome, and it is anticipated that 
she will be several weeks undergoing repairs. 

MISCELLANEOUS, 

Divers and salvers are at work on the sunken 
or stranded steamers in the harbour and 
several of them are expected to be refloated in 
the course of a few days. Dead bodies are 
being recovered from the water, and the to 
death roll is likely to be considersble. 

MORE TYPHOONS, 

Almost daily since the great hoon warn- 
ings of other typhoons in the China Sea have 
been received by the American ( onsulate from 
the Manila Observatory. 


MESSAGES OF SYMPATHY. 


FROM 1HE SECRETARY OF STATE TO THE 
. m of 80th Jaly, news of 
Your telegram o 0 
Typhoon, reogived with ¢ regret by-H, M. 


Government, who desired me to convey to Com- 
a of Hongkong sincere sym y at this 
second disaster within two years.” - 


FROM COMMODOR« TO GOVERNOR. 

. : _ Commedore’s . 

| Hongkong; £9th July, 1909, _ 
— E eee peal permed to fer 
ward for your! information s.cepy of:a telegram 
which I have received from Vice-fidmisil. "The 


‘qui j’avais communiqu 
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Honourable: Sir Hedworth Lambton, K.C.B, 
EK.C.V.0., Commander.in-Chief, China Station. 
=I have etc., 

R. A. 8, Stoxzs, 


Rear-Admira). 
His Breslin 
Sir Frederick J. D. Lugard, K.C.M.G., 
C.B., D,8.0., Governor, &c., 
TELEGRAM, 


From Commander-in-Chief, Tsiagtau, to 

Senior Naval Officer, Hengkong, of 29th 
= July, 1908. 

“ Very much regret to hear of typhoon. Hope 
no lives lost in Colony.” ; 

FEOM THE CONSUL FOR FRANOE TO THE 

COLONIAL SECRETARY. 
Hongkong, le 30th Juillet 1908. 

-Monsicur le Seorétaire Colosial, 

Par un té!égram parti hier soir de Hanoi, M. 
le Gouverneur Général p.t. de l’Indo-Chine, a 

f des renseignements 
détaillés an sujet des résultats désastroux du 
typhoon de Ia nuit de lundi A mardi dernier, 
m’a prié de transmettre au Gouvernement de 
Hongkong J’expresssion des sincéres con- 
doléances de I’Indo-Chine frang:ise, r les 
dommages subis par la colonic angisise de 
Hongkong. Je me eta d’y joindre mes 
regrets personnels. Je ne doute diailleurs pas 
que le Gouvernement francais, 4 qui j’si égale- 
ment fait part de cet événement inattends, ne 
sera douloureusement ému a la nouvelle de ce 
désastre qui a suivi de ei prés celui du 18 Sep- 
tembre 1906. 

Je vous serais partioulitrement reconnaissant 
de vouloir bien donner connaissance de la 
présente communication & Son Excellence le 
Gouverneur. 

Veuilies agréer, Monsieur le Secretaire 
Colonial, les assurances de ma haute con- 
sideration. : 

(8d) G- ston Lreseet, 


FORM THE GOVERNOR, MACAO TO 1HH 
GOVERNOR, 
80th July, 1908. 
“The Colony of Macao deeply regrets the 
disasters and damages suffered by Hongkong. 
I present Your Excellency my sincere 


sympathy. 


FROM THH JAPANESE CONSUL, 
Japanese Consulate, 
Hongkong, 3lst July, 1908. 
Sir,—I have the honour to inform you that 
I have just receiyed a telegram from Viscount 
Toerauchi, Minigter of State for Forei 
Affairs, instructing me to convey to His 
Hoellensy the Governor the expression of his 
profound sympathy at the terrible disaster 
which has befallen this port.—TI have ete.. 
. T. FUNAts0v, 
Vice-Consul for Japan. 
Hon. F. H, May, C.M.G., 
Colonial Seoretary; 


Hougkong. 
TRLEGRAM. 
“Convey to Governor of Hongkong «xpreasion 
of my profound sympathy at terrible disaster 
which has befallen that port.” 


ELECTROCUTED. 


On August Ist a native employed by 
the China and J: at Telephone Company met 
with a strange death in Wing Lok Street. 
While engaged in repairing some wires whioh 
had been damaged by the typhoon he got in 
contact with one of the Electric Light Co.'s 
live wires, and could not be released ualil the 
supply of current had been out off at the 
generating station. About an hour and a half 
was spent in extricating the body which, after 
being taken to the Central Police Station, was 
removed to the Mortuary. 


The many 


Government to the 
Firms published which appears on page 1! 4 :— 


the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant 
protesting against the resolution tp be consider- 
ed to-day by the Legislative Coundil to raise the 
Light Dues from 1 cent to 2 gents per net 
register ton for the purpose of 
the cost of the proposed Typhoon Shelter at 
Mongkoktsui. 


reference {s made was rec ived under cover of a 
letter from the Chamber of Commerce dated the 
8rd ultimo. 


ultimo and in the citcumstan 
ment did not conceive that a s*pagate answer to 
your letter of the 23rd of Jane was necessary. 


grapbs of your letter under reply, 
out that you have misundersto 
the reference made to the Typhoon Relie’ 
Committee in my letter of the 18th of Decem- 
ber, 1906. That letter covered ajreport by Mr. 
J. #. Boulton in which ssveral 
second boat shelter were disc 
opinion of the Typhoon Relief Committee on the | 
merits of the several proposals | were invited. | 
The Committee pronounced 
Mongkoktaui, 


costly a shelter is not necessary, and you aver 
that on the night of the typhoon of the 27th 
July the shelter at Causeway 
meaus full and that on the affernoon of the 
same day there was congestion; owing to the- 
inability of the craft already in|the refuge {o 
get further in and make room for others. 


owing to low tide some congestion did 


‘ 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


THE TYPHOON SHELTER 
—-_+;—-— - 
THE GOVERNMENT'S REJOINDER. 


The following erly has been returned by the 
etter from fhe Shipping 


Colonial Seoretary’s Office, 
Hongkong, 6th August, 1908, 
Gentlemen,—I am directed to|acknowledge 


fraying half 


Your letter of the 23rd of June to which 


ron the 25th 
the Govern- 


A reply was sen‘ to the Cham 


2. With regard to the 2nd and 3rd para- 
I am to point 
the natare of 


hemes for a 
and the| 


favour of 


3. Your contention now is that so large and; 


ay was by no 


It is possible that on the afternoon in question 
occur, 
but with the rising tide the shdlter was filled 
with boats; and that it was nof adequate to 
accommodate all the oraft t would have 
sought shelter if shelter had been available is 
proved by the fact that in the Harbour no less 
than 6 steam-launches, 1 motorboat, 10 Earo- 
pean lighters, and 66 juoks, oargo-boats and 
sampans were wrecked, with a | of 45 lives, 
on the night in question. La numbers of 
oraft of various desoriptions took shelter behind 
Stonecutters’ Island and along the Yaumati 
shore, and it was solely due to the fact that at 
no time did the typhoon blow from the 
westward that these did not 8 

and damage. 

4. It is within your knowled 
being taken to deepen that portipn of Causeway 
Bay which becomes expoged at low tide, for whioh 
Shipping will not be charged; There is no 
present intention to fill in Causdway Bay on the 

rovision of a second shelter, |The Canseway 
Bay shelter is regarded as a uspful harbour of 
refuge especially for the rum 
frequent the eastern portion 
But it bas its limitations, one 
inadequate size and the other { 
for lighters and other craft 
and north-western portions of t 
I am to remind you that the 
rovision of a second Typhoon 
p under consideration for fo 
which period the Governmen 
in the Public Press and ino 
Council to proeecute the work|with expedition 
in response to the loudly declarpd desire of the 
community. The location off the shelter at 
Mongkoktsui has been apprdved by various 
representative Committees and procrastination 
now on the part of the Government would justly 
merit censure. 

5. For these and other resspns fully set out 
in the printed correspondence of which a copy is 
enclosed, His Bxcellency is not prepared to re- 
open the question of the provision of a second 

elter, of its location or of the method of 
financiog its construction, matters which have 
received the very earnest convideration of the 
Government, its expert advisers and the Public 


that steps are 


| (Auguat-6;1608,- 
Works Committee of the L ative Gout! 


for many months past—I am, &o., 


FP. H. MAY, . 
Colonial Secretary. 


The Aoting Supleintendenty Peninsular and 


Oriental Steam: Navigation Company,: and 
others. | : 


UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF OPIUM. 
CHARGE AGAINET CAPTAIN PENNBFATHSEE. 


Before Mr. J, H. Kemp at the ime ae ia y 
on the Sth inst. the case was called on in 
which Captain ' Pennefather of the as. 
“Sankiang” wasicharged with having in his 
possession 1,380 taels of prepared opium without 
a valid certificate; also with having a quantity 
of loose opium without a certificate of purchase 
from the licensee a> : 

Mr. A. Holborow (of Mesara. Deacon, Looker 

and Deacon) represented the Opium Farmer, 
while Captain Pénnefather was represented 
Mr. Daniels (of Messrs. Johnson, Stokes and 
Master). 
- Mr, Daniels said he had been instructed that 
morning, and asked for an adjournment. - The 
defendant got tha summons on Tuesdsy after- 
uoon sod his boati was to have sailed later in the 
evening, bat was delayed until the following 
morning in consequence. 

Mr. Holborow—Before your Worship decides 
to grant an adjournment i might say that the 
defendant left without giving any explanation 
atvall, J understand my friend is not concerned 
with any of the cpecifio charges brought by the 
Opium Farmer. 

Mr. Daniela—My friend seems to know a 
great deal more about my tion here than I 
do. I am here to defend Captain Pennefather. 
The summons was served on him yesterday 
afternoon, and in the evening Messrs. 
Batterfield and Swire saw Inspector Hanson 
who said if the captain went sway, and notified 
the police when he returned, it would be all 
right. Iam prepared to-give an unde 
that the Opium Farmer shail be informed of his 
retarn. I shonid like an adjournment until 
about three weeks’ time. ‘The other side cannot 
be prejadjoed in any way. 

‘Ihe begring was adjourned sine die. 


—————_—___—_—_—___ 
A FAMOUS PERJURY CASE. 

The action heard in the Supreme Court of 
Hongkong, in which Wong Chuen since 
dead was the priacipal has now reached the 
House of Lords, It will be remembered that at 
the end of the trial of the issue as to whether 
Wong Ka Uhuen was a partner in the Lai Hing 
firm nis Lordship committed eight of the wit- 
nesses to prison for perjary. l'hese men mer- 
chants in Hongkong appealed sgainst this order 
buat the Foil Court confirmed it, Part of the 


sentence had heen served. The petitioners — 


now asked for special leave to appeal oa the 
ground that they were ari array’ of the 
allegations of perjary eo against them, or 
allowed time for their defence. Lord -Robert- 
gon said their lordships would humbly advise 
His Majesty to grant special leave to appeal. 


sr’ 
RUSSIANS SEIZE A JAPANESE 
VESSEL. 
es 

A Tokyo, telegram to the Daily Press, dated 
August 2nd, says :— . 

A Tokyo .ewspaper, the “ Asshi,” gives 
details of the seizure of the “ Miye Maru,” a 
yoesal which was svised by a Russian patrol, it 
@ limits. ‘is 
it appears, confiscated 1] 

3 mer pret 


Six of the crew were sentenced . to 
death bys Court Martial which oat st 


a of the Central "Polite 
nd there were,153 Chingst: 

Ae ae native ildnie 1 
Perel auteAg 


On tke con 
Station op Aug. 
had been de 
They will 
China during 


rt tee 
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' HONGKQNG SANITARY BOARD. 


4, mecting of the Sanitary Board was held 
on August éth at the Board Room. Mr. C. Mol. 
Messer age ra resided, and there were also 

ent Hon. Mr. W. Chatham, (Vioe-President), 
ow, Mr. E. A. Irving, Messrs, A. Shelton 
Hooper, H, A. W. Slade, Fang Wa Chun, 
Dy. earse, (Medioal Officer of Health), and the 
following officials Dr. Macfarlane, (Assistant 
Medical Officer of Hoalth), and A. Gibson 
(Secretary). 


THE TYPHOON, 


The Pexgsipgnr mentioned that in districts 
Nos, 1 to By ebere moat of the damage was done 
by the typhoon, 829 loads of refuse were re- 
gaoved, and as the average in ordinary oircum- 
stauces would have been 168, that showed that 
about six times as much work ag usual had to 
he done in the few days after the typhoon. 
On the day of the typhoon the contractors were 
gnsble to supply janks, but on the day follow- 
ing the fall number was at work. In districts 
Nos, 6 to 8, 18 extra juok loads of refuse had 

nm removed. In no dust-bin during a period 
of 24 honrs was the same rubbish allowed to 


Mr, Hoorge—That is very satisfactory. 
PLAGUN PATIENTS AT CANTON, 
Correspondence relative to the treatment of 
plague patients at the Fong Pin Hospital, Can- 
ton, was submitted. Articles have appeared in 
the local press on the subject of the remarkably 
high perogntage of recoveries of plague patients 
at this hospice and the Board, having had its 
attention drawn to the subject, requested that 
inquiries be made through the Government as to 
the correctness of the statementa, Accordingly 
the Hoagrons Government approached the 
Acting British Consul at Cantos, who now 
forwarded letters from two medical gentlemen in 
Canton whom he had asked to report. Dr. Swan, 
the medical superintendent of the American 
Hospital, reported that he had made visits to 
the hospital in question, and expressed the 
opinion that there was little of fresh interest 
to report, Dr, Davenport, medical officer to 
Yoo Consolate-General, said Unat in his opinion 
the explanation of the peerepeney between the 
perenne of cures in Hongkong and Canton 
capitals waa to be found in the fact that a num- 
ber of cagea treated at the Canton Hospital were 
ipoorrpotly diagnosed, and that the patiants 
were not suffering from plague at all. During 
the prevalence of the epidemic in Hongkong a 
Chinaman contracting malaria or other fevers 
which are acoompanied by high temperature 
and swelling of the glands, jamps to the con- 
clusion that he has got the plague, He at once 
takes ship for Canton, where heis met on 
srrival by the agents of the Fong Pin Hospital 
hy whom -he is conveyed to that institution. 
After a fow days itis probably found that the 
man is not suffering from bubonic plague, and 
is dismissed, the case, doubtless, being 
entered in the hospital register as a cure. 
PLAGUE PREVENTION. 

Correapondenca was submitted relative to the 
removal of ceilings on stair linings from houses 
in districts liable to plague infeotion. 

Mr. Humpaesys wrote that this was a 
gostly soheme and asked if this wag the tim: to 
enforee new taxation on the Colony, 

Mr, Lav Cxu-raxk expressed the opinion 
that Chinese shopkeepers would objact to the 
removal of the osilings. In many cases they 
were put up by the tenants ead not by the 
owners. He pointed out that it was desirable 
to avoid friction and hardship, and suggested 
that before the Board made any recommen- 
dation to the Government a committee should 
be appointed to go into the whole question 
thoroughly. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that most of the 
rire desired the appointment of a com- 


A committee consisting of the President, 
the Regiatrar-Genoral, Mr. Humphreys aud 
Mr. Lau Chu-pak were appointed. 

A VALUABLE BOOK. 

A’ copy of “Etiology and Epidemiology of 
Plegue, which is a summary of the work of 
the plague commission in India, was circulated. 

. SHELTON Hoopsn minuted—This book 
will be very usefnl, 

My. Lav Cau-pax—I suggest that such a 
work should be translated into Chinese, 


H 


CHINA OVERLAND TRA 


and given to the lecturers of ithe Tung Wa 
Bessoh Hospitals for their] guidance in 


The Paasrpant stated that} he had bought 
50 of those books for distribution and he thought 
a translation would be rather a lkrge work. He 
thought it might be as wall tb see what the 
Government were prepared to dp. 

Mr. Hoopgr thought a prébis of the book 
wold do for the Chin- se. 

His suggestion was agreed to. 

MARKET AT ABERDEEN, 

Correspondence relative to the construction 
of a market at Aberdeen was submitted. ; 

Mr, Hoopge thought a market shonld be 
construoted. 

Mr. Lav CuHu-Pax agreed. 

It was agreed that the Government should 
be requested to pat the consttuction of the 
building in band. 

MORTALITY STATISTICS, 

The death rate in the Britigh aod Foreign 
community for the week ending 18th July was 
19° per thousand of the population as compared 
with 246 in the corresponding week of last 
year, and the death rate for thb whole Colony 
was 34'1 per 1,000 as compared with 240 for 
the corresponding week of last year. 


MARRIAGE OF MISS C.| D. LLOYD. 


A London suburban paper jps 
tains a long report of the mérriage of Miss 
Catherine Dorothy Lloyd (daughter of Captain 
C. V. Lloyd of Hongkong 2 
of 29, Prince of Wales Manbions, Battersea 


than 
whom, says the rep rt, few jclergymen ara 
more reapested and beloved.| The church, 
it is stated, never held a larger or more 
Flouarerqi congregation, and 4 great orowd of 
he vicar's parishioners gathered in the street to 
witness the arrival of the wedding party. Mrs. 
Lloyd, who was escorted by her cousin, Sir 


Bdward Raban, gave the bride away and 
hel and Margery 
Hileen Lloyd 
(cousin), Dora Shewell (sister| of the bride- 
; Miss Spankie. 
brother of the 
[Three olergy- 

which was 
short address. 
The honeymoon was spent in Switzerland. 
ewspaper from 
particulars is 


the bridesmaids were Misses Et 
Lloyd (sisters of the bride) 


room), Beatrice Lutyens and 
he Rev. Martin Shewell, 
bridegroom, was best man. 
men assisted in the servi 
folly choral and included 


More than a column of the 
which wo have extracted the 
occupied hy the list of pressnta] received. 


TE 


PROMENADE CONCERT. 


The Volunteer Corps’ Promenade Concert 
18th ult, but 
postponed for a fortnight on] account of the 
Blood was jheld on August 
lst at the Volunteer paradelground and was 
Hing was delight- 


originally arranged for the 


death of Lieut. 


Sh 


fully decorated miniature stage 
greenery interspersed with 
lights and set off with a caropy of flags. 


The Band of the 3rd Midflesex oar 
‘the 
Hall” (Sailivan), 
Holland” and 
completed the entertainmen$| with ‘“ Mumble 
1 items were given by 
and P. W. 
‘in Forsyth and 
yely sang “The 
Songs have passed 
l*The Trumpeter” 
Mitchell Taylor's 


§ eos 
comprising. 


played some selections 
Gladiator” (Souzs) “Haddon | 
items from ‘Miss Hook of 


Mrs. Dealy, ik 


Goldring and Surgeon Capts 
Lieut. Grosse who respec 
Mission of a Bose”, “ When 
away,” “Simon the Cellarer,’ 
and “Imitations”. Capt. 
name appeared on the progr 
unavoidably absent through 3 
Mr. GL. Hutcheson filled the : 


the bag 
warmly applauded. 


PE REPORT. 


digenous mammal like the Civet. 


illuminated with 
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SINGING BIRDS IN HONGKONG. 


—sEE 


In his annual report on the Botanical and 
Forestry Department for the r 1917, the 
Superintendent says:—Witha vdew to encourag- 
ing the increase of staging birds which have been 
so charming a feature of the Botanio Gardens 
and surrouading portions of Hongkong of recent 
yeais the Government consulted Mr. Kershaw 
of Macao, whose works on local natural history 
are well known,'as to the desirability of keeping 
down the numbers of (a) Magpies, (6) Bromley 
Kites, (c) Civet cats in the Island, and secondly 
of the possibility of importing more singing 
birds. He replied as follows :— 

“(A.) Magpies are no doubt too numerous 
here, and destrdy eggs and nestlings, though 
they do a certain amount of good by seasonding 
Would suggest shooting, not poison. es 
troying Magpies’ eggs and fledglings from 
Febraary to May (a few begin laying in 
January) inclusive would be effective, though 
of course there will be some amount of immi- 
gration from the mainland. 

(B.) This Kite’ (Milvaus melanotes), called 
“Bromley Kite” in Hongkong, rarely if aver 
kills adult birds and probably very seldom 
destroys nestlings. Their ordinary food is 
snakes, lizards, rats and mice (I have often taken, 
freshly killed rats from stomachs of these kites), 
dead fish and other offal. Small birds take no 
notice of akite settling on the tree they are in, 
bat if a hawk comes anywhere near they drop 
like stones to the undergrowth. The kite here 
is decidedly usefal, 


(C.) It seems a pity to exterminate an in- 


In « small 
island like Hongkong, this would soon ba dons 


if a reward waa: offered for the carcase. They 


destroy some birds, no doubt, but chiefly feed 
(as observed in comment) on rats, mice and 
other small mammale. If they are destroyed, 
poaching domestic cata should certainly be 
killed, ag they are worse than any other animal 
as regards destruction of small birds and game 
obicks; and nearly all cats io houses on outskirts 
of Wood are poachers, But in any case | would 
deprecate the use of poison. 


No doubt the “ Hwamei” i beoekslapterim 
oanorum) is increasing in Hongkong, as his 
singing ia most ‘noticeable, This bird commands 
a good price with Chinese as a cagebird, and its 
increase might: perhaps be best maintained by 
stopping the taking of the nestlings,” 
With reference to singing birds he wrote :— 
“ Singing birds from South and West China 
and from India should do wellin Hongkong. I 
have no books.on Indian birds by me, bat you 
may have Oates‘, Blandford’s or Jerdon’s in the 
Club Library. At Hongkong I think Indian 
birds could be got from Calcutta, bat expect it 
would be troublesome to get Chinese birds, 
unless the birdshop people in Hongkong would 
import them, eo“ Hwamei” is nstive here, 
and as long it hag enough undergrowth 
(for it is very shy and seldom seen when singing 
loudly quite closs toone) and the nests sre not 
taken, it should jnorease. It sings delightfully 
‘aud practically all the year round, but you 
Also the little black and white Copsyohus 
gaularis or Magpie-Robin, Peking-Robin or 
China Robin, as it is variously termed. In the 
spring it sings beautifully and is common and 
native; also useful in keeping down grasshoppers, 
snails, eto, a8 algo isthe Hwamei. Most of the 
other birds here do not shine as songsters, 
though the Whistling Thrash (Myrophoneus) 
sings sweetly in breeding seagon. Many 
Flyocatchers stay a short time ian Hongkong on 
migration ia spring and autamn, which sing 
well, bat they are silent dur ng their stay here, 
As you know, there are several very beantifal 
birds native to Hongkong which ought to be 
preserved for beauty alone, in fact in my hamble 
opinion therg sre no birda in Hongkong at 
present whic. 
Magpies. Evyeq the Sparrow is very 
when there is/am afternoon or evening swarm of 
witged Termites ee. us 
There is & native Lack here which gi: 
nicely soaring much like the English Skylark, 
bat I doubt if you have any pie Hage - plein 
on Hongkong [Ialand. No donbt: it -ooours {a 
Kowloon, or sopld be established. there,’ cate 
Eo ee 


probably koow'it well as a cagebird with Chinese. - 


bi might not be encouraged, exoept - 


oe 


’ porary increase in light dues has been printed 


- sented. 
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THE PROPOSED TYPHOON 
SHELTER. 


> 


GOVEENWENT’S RE°LY TO TH! 
SHIPL IN} FIRMS. 


The correspondence regarding the Typhoon 
Shelter at Mongkoktsuiand the proposed tem- 


and will be laid on Thursday before the Legis- 
lative Council by command of H, E. the 
Governor. 

We note that the correspond-noe includes the 
Government’s reply to the letter of the Xhip- 
ping Firms addressed to the Chamber of Com- 
merce on the 28:d Jane and forwarded by that 
body to the Government on the 8rd July with 
a covering letter in which it was stated that the 
Committee of the Chamber wished to associate 
themselves with the views of the Shippiug 
Companies, Following is the reply returned by 
the Government :— 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Hongkong, 25th July, 1908. 

Sre,—I am directed to acknowledge receipt 
of year letter of 3rd instant with its enclosures. 
relative to the constroction of a Typhcon 
Shelter and the means of raising funds for the 
work, ; 

2. Ycur Committee urge that a new Shelter 
is unnecessary and that Causeway Bay is suffi. 
cient for «ll purposes. The Government is 
somewhat at a loss to understand this change 
of opinion on the part of the Committee of the 
Chember in view of their letter of the 16th of 
July, 1904, in which the provision of an addi- 
tional shelter either +t Mong Kok Tsui or 
Cheung Sha Wan was strongly advocated. A 
copy of the letter in question is appended for 
convenience of reference together with copy of 
a letter from the Typhoon Relief Committee 
dated the 25th of March, 1907, in whioh that 
Committee endorsed the proposal for a Shelter 
at Mong Kok Tsui. 1 append a list of the 
names of the Committee in question on which 
the Chamber of C mmerce was strongly repre- 
It is to be noticed that Mr. W. J 
Greason and Mr. D. R. Law, representing two 
of the largest Shipping Firms which now dis- 
sent from the proposal, were on the Committee. 
To make the record complete I am also to append 
the reports of the Public Works Committee 
who cops‘dered and reported on this question 
in 1906 and 1907. 

3. Judging by the speeches of un-official 
Members of Council in September last, and by 
other expressions of publio opinion it would 
geem that the view now put forward by the 
Chamber is not shared by the community out- 
side the shipping interests. His Excellency on 
the occasion referred to endorsed the pledge 
given by his predecessor that Government 
would undertake the provision of an additional 
Shelter without delay, and the regrettable delay 
which has already occurred is due to ciroum- 
stances, a8 will be explained, over which the 
Government has had little or no control. 

4. Assuming therefore that the large 
majority of the Community of Hongkong 
consider that the provision of an additional 
Typhoon Shelter isan urgent and paramount 
necessity, the first matter to be settled was its 
location and cost, Prolonged investigation into 
these two questions has been responsible for the 
greater part of the delay which has taken place, 
and finality was at last reached on the report of 
the.Public Works Committee of the Legislative 
Council (No. I of 1918). It was then decided 
{he reports of experts that the best site was 
Mong Kok Tzni, and that the scheme 
posed by Mr. Boulton at an estimated cost 
f 14 million dollars should be undertaken. 
Weis Excellency does not propose to re-open this 

digctission, which would merely result in further 


y: 
5, Adverting now to your remarks regard- 
ing the deepening of Causeway Bay, I am to 


- inform you that a tender has already been 


accepted for deepening the Southern portion of 
the} Causeway Bay Shelter to a depth of 1 foot 
below low witer of ordinary Spring Tides and 
work will com venge on this at onoe, é 

6.. The next quastion st issue is the means 
by .which the fueds required for the new 
Typboon She'ter are to be raised. In thi- 
eonnection [ am to point out that the quotation 


given in your latter under reply from a Despatch 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRASS AND 


received from Mr. Chamberlain whdn Secretary 
of State for the Colonies does ngt convey an 
acourata idea of the views expresged by him. 
In the last paragraph of the Despatch referred 
to he wrote: — 

“ T desire to add, that if at any time hereafter 
urgent necessity should arise fdr increasing 
the general revenue, I should bej prepared to 
consider any proposal for again raising the 
shipping daes, as I have no reagon to think 
that the present charge has bornb very hardly 
on the shipping interests.” 

7. In all the ciroumstances the Governor with 
the advice of the Exeoutive Cognecil decided 
that the proposed temporary incragee in Light 
Dues was a reasonable one toe the [purpose pro- 
posed, and that past experience shbwed that it 
would not injariously affect the Port. His 
Excellency has, however, read with} interest the 
facts you adduce to show that the conditions 
of the present day are not identical with those 
of the past and that in your view the experiencoa 
of the past may prove to some extgat fallacious 
when applied to the conditions off to-day. He 
proposes therefore to limit the temporary in- 
crease to 2 cents iustead of 24 canta. per ton, 
and to exolude the cost of deepening Causeway 
Bay from the special fund towards which the 
additional dues are to be devoted. 

8, His Excellency is not prepared to raise a 
loan for this work in view of the fact that 
inclusive of the Loan of 19/12 the Colony has 
already raised a sum of 81,485,733 for Railway 
Construction and other purposes. |The interests 
and sinking funds on these Loansjwill probably 
reach 10 per centum of the Colanial Revenue 
and in these circumstances no additional Loan is 
feasible, nor would it meet with thp concurrence 
of the Seoretary of -tata. The proposal of your 
Committee to borrow from a localjBank at oer 
centum as an overdraft whatever fnnds are 
required to meet the excess of expenditure over 
the annual amount raised by the addition of a 
half cent Light Does and an equivalent sum 
from Government Funds would, on the assump- 
tion that the total cost amounted to $1,500,000 
and was equally expended each year during a 
period of five years, result in a ddbt to Bank by 
the shipping intevest of a sumj of $657,285; 
(assuming that the half cent extra due would 
produce a sam of $40,000 pep annum) to 
cancel this debt with continued payments of 
$40,000 per annum would invplva the con- 
tinnance of the extra half cen¢ for a further 
period of 73 years, His Excellenoy proposes 
io lieu of this that advances should be made by 
the Crown Agents or from the Colony'’s reserves 
at 4 per centum to meet the yearly deficits 
With the proposed inorease of the Light Dues 
to 2 cents, the amount paid by| the shipping 
interest would be $8 1,000 and the debt remaining 
to be extinguished by the sbipping interest at 
the end of the 5 years constructiof period would 
be $394,308 which at the same fate of 2 cents 
would be extinguished in about a$ years, It is 
therefore calcalated that the temporary increase 
in the Light Duss would extenfl over a total 
period of eleven years. His Exogllency concours 
in your view that the funds for the construction 
of the Shelter should be kept separate entirely 
from current Revenue and has récommended to 
the Seoretary of Stats in this sense, 

His Excellency is at the same/itime prepared 
{o give the assurance that the Government has 
no intention of continuing the proposed increase 
to Light Dues after the cost of the Typhoon 
Refuge has been met, and that this cost will be 
shared equally by the Funds of the Colony and 
the produce of the additional cent Light Dues: 
It most, however, be clearly dhderstood that 
His Excellency cannot bind himself or his 
successors in office not to again |increase Light 
Dues should argent occasion arjge, but in such 
a case a new Resolution would |be proposed to 
the Legislative Council and the] matter would 
be considered on its own meritp 

I am, &o., || 
- KF. MAY, 
Colopial Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
Hongkong General Chamber} of Commerce 


Arrangements have been cotladed for the 
transportation of reliefs and tiage-expired men 
of the German garrisons in North China, via 
the South Manchuria Railway and Siberia 
instead of via Sues as heretofore 


088, 
Gorrumeat to the fact that the question of 
financing the pro 
Mong Kok Tsui 
Committee who a 
psid for by the G 
promised by them ti 
were not required for that pur 


resent 

seend $1,500,000. on a Harbour of Refoge at 
Mong Kok Tsni—half of which has to be 
provided by the Shipping Companies—is quite 
another matter, d oh 


“wma 


[August 6, 1908. - 
THE SHIPPING FIRMS’ REJOINDBER.:- 


Hong vg. Sth Auguat, 1908." 
To the Hon. Mr. FE, H, May, O.M.C., ‘ 


C.lonial tary, 
Srp,— With reference to our letters of rd 


April and 23ed June last addressed to the 
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce on 
the subj-ot of tae p 
refuge at Mong Kok 
forwarded by them 

the last of which 
received a copy 6 
although we noticd a copy 

morning's Daily Press, we beg to state that we 
most emphatically protest against the resolation 
to be proposed inthe Legislative Council on 
the 6th instant to taise the Light Dues leviable 
on steamers enteribg this port from 1 cent to 2 
cents per not registér ton, for the purpose of 
partly financing the|scheme to build s harbour 
of refage at Mong Kok Teui at a cost of 
$1,500,100, 


ged typhoon harbour of 
Feu, copies of which were 
the Government, and to 
e have not yet officially 
{| the Government's reply, 
of same in this 


From the copy in the Datly Press of your 


letter to the Hongkong General Chamber of 
Commerce replyia 
23rd June last, wa notice that the Govern- 
ment have made 
that two members of the 1906 Tyhhoon Relief 
Committee, whose firms represent large ship- 
ping interests here an who are siguatories to 
our letters of 23rd 
acqui-sced in the recommendation made by that 
Committee to th 
harbour of refa 

Bhould be procee 


to our communication of 


ime capital ont of the fact 


pril and 23rd Juue last, 


Government that the 
at Mong Kok Tsui 
with at onca. 

While this statement is correct as far as it 
wo would direct the attention of the 


harbour of refuge at 
as never discussed by that 
derstood that it was to be 
vernment out of the fuods 
the Relief Fund, bat which 


pose. 
Farther we shduld like to state that the 
proposal by the Government to 


an such proposals 
been made by the 1906 Typhoon Relief Com- 
mittee, it is safe to assume that both the gentle- 
men mentioned in your letter of 25th July last 
to the Hongkong General Chamber of Com- 
merce would have strongly protested against 
the proposal. 

Bat putting thay matter on one side, it has 
been sgain clearly demonstrated to us in the 
recent unfortunate typhoon of the 27tb/28th 
July that there is: qo necessity for the construc- 
tion of so large and costly a harbour of refage 
as that proposed bythe Government, 

Wita only 5 hours’ notice from the Observa- 
tory of the approagh of the typhoon within the 
300 miles radius, |comparatively little damage 
was done to smal oreft, and the loss that did 
occur might have been greatly reduced had the 
Observatory been| abld to ascertain the near 
proximity of the storm, which they were 
apparently unable |to do, judging from the fact 
that the black signals were not hoisted uatil 6 
p.m. and that the guns were fired about 11 p.m. 
when the typhoon|was actually upon the port. 

Further, we 2 to state that we are prepared 


to prove :— 

(a) That Causeway Bay refuge was not ‘by 
any means fully dccupied by craft on the night 
of the late typhoon and that there was rcom 
for many more boats. 

(b) That the Government's theory that there 
is always sufficient water at Causeway Bay in a 
typhoon is mislesdiog, for while this muy be 
the case in the height of a typhoon we are 
prepared to prove that there was 


t > 
congestion on the afternoon of the 27th July at 


the entrance to the refuge after ‘the 
typhoon was sigaalled outside 
boats desiring to outer being” persue 
the eae of those already in from moving 
farther inshoreowing to the shallowness of 
the refuge. i Se Ge 

It has been hinied that ft is the intentioi df 
the Governmentito fi'l in Causeway Bay: retage 
when the proposed Mong Kok Twul’schome it 
completed, and we should be glad to*have the 
Government’s oo thit this is" wots 


300 mile. 


avant 


oo 


. 


Atigust 8, 1908.] 


If, however, such should be the case we 
suggest that the money eventually obtai: ed by 
the sale of that ground should be ear-marked 
to reimburse the oost of the Mong Kok 
Tsui scheme, if the Government are determined 
to proceed with the work, 

We are, however, so convinced that the 
Government's Propoeel to spend $1,500,000. 
on a Harbour of Refuge at Mong Kok Tsui is 
unD and uuwice that we would again 
urge His Exoellency to reconsider the whole 
question before finally committing the Colony 
to the expenditure of so large an amount of 
public and private money. . 

- We are sending a copy of this letter to the 
Chamber of Commerce, aleo to the Chamber's 
representative on the Legislative Council and 
to the Press, 

We have the honour to be, Sir, Your obedient 
serveute, oe 


F, J. Asporr, Acting Superintendent, P. & O, 
0. 8. N. Co. 

BourtreryigLD & Swrex, Agents, Ocean 8. 8, 
Co. Ltd., China Mutual 8 N. Co. Ltd, China 
- Navigation Co. Ltd. 

JArDINS MatHeEson & Co., General Managers, 

‘ Indo-China 8. N. Co: Agents, Indra Line. 

Dopwett & Co. Lid, Epaar G. Bazrert, 
Manager. 

The Honaxora & Macao Sreampoat Co, 
Lid., W. 5. ( parKe Secretary. 

For the Canapran Pactric Raitway, D. W. 
Crappock Geners] Treffic Agent. 

Doveras, Lapaalk & Co., General Mansgers 
Douglas 8.8. Co. Ltd. 

Davip Sassoon & Co. Ltd, E. SHerum, 
Manager, Agents, Apcar & Co's Calontta- 
Hengkong Line. 

Gress, Livinaston & Co,, Agents, E, & A. 
8. 8. Co. Ltd, Agents, “Ben” Line of 
Steamers... 

Snewan, Tomes & Co., General Managers, 
C. & M. 8. 8. Co. Ltd, General Agents, 
A. A. 8. 8. Co. Agents, “Shire” Line of 

- Steamers Ld. 

Per Pro McGrzcor Bros. & Gow. E, H. 
Hinps, General Managers, “ Glen” Line of 
Steamers. 


AN APPEAL. 


Among the sufferers of the last, Typhoon in 
Hongkong the Home for the Blind ia Kowloon 
deserves especially to be brought before the 

ablic, as the inmates of this institution have 
n made homeless by the fury of the hurricane, 

For the two Sisters and the seventy blind 
children under their care it must have been s 
terrible night, when the storm took off their 
roof, and they had to find protection from the 
merciless elements in the downstairs rooms of 
the house, every moment expecting to be buried 
by the débris. 

At deybreak might have been seen a long 
procession headed by the two Sisters marching 
to the Victoria Orphanage, where they were 
kindly allowed to stay till some temporary lodg- 
ings for the homeless children could be found. 

A house has now been rented on the Hong- 
kong side and the children sre expected to move 
into their new house this week. 

The Sisters are até a loss to know what todo 
with their old home. It is situated at a cool 
breesy point, but seems to be (oo much exposed 
to the p Agenda and the foandation does not 
seem to be very eafe. They intend to consult an 
expert about the house and will decide in ac- 
cordance with his advice. But whatever the 
decision may be this last typhoon has rushed the 
Sisters into quite unexpected expenses, as the 
repairs will involve several thousands of dollars 
and the temporary shelter they have costs ‘hem 
$150 s month, 

We are asked to bring these facts before the 

blic, trusting that they will appeal to the 

earts of sympathisers with this institation, 
whoee splendid service needs only to be men- 
tioned to deserve the public charity. 

“Vorily I say unto you, inasmuch as you 
have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye bave done it unto me.” 

_ Donations for the “Blinéhome” sent to 
Rev. I, Genahr, 22 Bonham Road, will be daly 
acknowledged. - 


THE FAKUMEN RAILWAY 
QUESTION. 


g 

You in the South of Chin 
reat interest in the diplomatic; negotiations 
pelweeti the Chinese and Japahese Govern- 
ments regarding the’ Tatsuo Marn” affairs, 
Bat that question did not attract nearly so 
widespread interest as the Faknmen Railway 
question is doing. And much of} this interest 
is due, in more ways than one, to A British firm 
being implicated. This firm is . Pauling 
& Co., who contracted with the| Chinese Go- 
vernment for the construction of|the proposed 
Fakamen Railway. If this contract should be 
broken by the Chinese Government on account 
of the construction of the line npt being pro- 
ceeded with, the proper procedure for Messrs. 
Pauling & Co. would appear to bé to seek com- 
pensation from the Chinese | Government. 
Bat instead of this Messrs. Pauling & Co. are 
persecuting the Japanese Government by means 
of s press campaign. If in this they had 
confined themselves to facts, they would not 
bave done any harm, though they might not 

have done any good from their pdint of view, 

THE FACTS, | 

Let me state what the facts arp. Something 
having come to Japan's knowledge on August 
12 last she gave a first warning {6 Chine. This 
was repeated on October 12 and November 6, 
Despite this, on November 8, China entered 
into a contract with Mersrs. Panling & Co. 
Were Messrs, Pauling & Co. aware that Japan 
had objected to the proposedjrailway? If 
they wore, they have but themselves to blame if 
they consider themselves aggrieved and injared. 
If they were unaware of Japan’s objections 
their remedy ia against the Chinese Government 
and not against the Japanese, who cannot be 
blamed for standing up in defence of their own 
interests. 


The Japanese Government, da learning in 


January of the oonclusion pf the ocon- 
tract, lodged, on the bh oof that 
month, with the Chinese vernment a 


formal protest against the | exeoution of 
the undertaking. China meade no reply 
whatever till May 6, when she cent to Japan a 
despatoh in which it was dogmatically asserted 
that the Hsiomintun-Fakumen Railway did 
not compete with the South Man¢buris Railway, 
and that, «n the contary, the former would bea 
feeder (o the latter in the same way asa branch 
line like the Kirin-Chang-chun |line would feed 
.the main line of the South Manchuria Railway, 

Another dispatch was sent by Japan {o the 
Chinese Government on June 27, In this the 
Chineso contention was completely refuted. It 
was pointed out that the Hsinmintun-Fakumen 
Bailway would not be a branch line of the South 
Manchuria Railway, and that it} ould, of course, 
staod in a totally different category from the 
Kirin-Cbangoban Railway. 


Of course what the Japanese cannot 
hide from themselves is the fact that 
once the line were built/ the Chinese 


authorities would naturally by every means 
in their power, try to draw goods and other 
trafic from every part of the district. This 
affair is altogether s p oduct of the “rights 
reoovery ” policy now 80 popular in the highest 
quarters in Peking. i 

A MISSTATEMENT, 

The Peking Confereuce of 1905 was referred 
to in the Chinese Government's despatch of 
May 6. Tho statement was/ made in regard 
thereto:— At the time when) the engsgement 
in the Protocol—on the strength of which 
Japan now objects to the construction of the 
line in question—was made by China, the 
Chinese p'enipotentiaries saif tha 
‘parallel’ was too comprehensive, and that a 
definite number of miles shopld be mentioned 
wi hin which no parallel should be built. The 
Japanese plenipo'entiaries replied that if the 
number of miles were fixed it might create the 
impression in other ocountfies that Japan 
intended to restric Chinese railway enterprise. 
Bhey were subsequently asked to agree that 
the distance should be understood to be such as 
would be usual in Europe and America, but 
objectei to this proposal on the ground that no 


t the word | death on J 
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general rule exiated on the subject. Moreover 
the Japanese plenipotentiaries declared that 
under no circumstances would Japan do any- 
thing to reatriot China in future from apy steps 
the might desire to take for the extension of 
means of communication in Manchuria.” 

The above passage is reproduced in the pam- 
phlet written by Mr. Bland in answer to the 
recently published Japanese Official Statement 
of the case against the Fakumen Railway 
Scheme, : 

AN IMAGINARY CONVERSATION. 

As 6 matter of fact, I understand, no such 

copversation ever ‘took place, and the statements 


alleged to have béen made are entirely without _ 


substantial basis. The Chinese Government must: 
be lsbouring under a grave misapprehension in 
this respeot, for neither the protocols exchanged 
between Japan and China nor the detailed 
proces verbause kept by the Japanese Govern- 
ment contain anything like the alleged oon- 
versation. ; . 
THE WORD “ PARALLEL.” 

At that time the Japanese plenipotentiary 
Baron Komuara, said that, Ja Da bering been 
allowed to exploit ‘the railway fn Manchuria, a 
prospect of due profit was necessarily to be 
secured, and conseqnently an arrangement 
should be made to preclude any poesible in- 
fringement of Japanese railway interests by 
China. After a ‘short exchange of views be- 
tween the plenipotentiaries, the Chinese re- 
presentative, Mr. Yuan, replied that China 
would never build any line competing with 
the railway in Japan’s posseesion, and that, 
should China ever try to do so, Ja 
might rightly ‘raise objections, it being 
a matter of course that China should pro- 
tect the interests of the Japanese railway. 
Baron Komura then asked to have this under- 
taking clearly stated in the protocol, if not as 
an article in the Convention. Hence the exist- 
ing self-denying engagement given by China 
and contained in the protocol. And indeed the 
word “parallel * appeared for the first time in 
the draft engagement clause presented by the 
Chinese plenipotentiaries, and accordingly there 
was no discussion whatever about the term at 
that time, 

THE QUESTION OF COMPETITION, 

The question of the Ligrpane f of competition 
between the two lines depends upon various 
factors, conditions and circumstances, and is 
nota mere simple question of distance, 

To the last Jépanese Note above mentioned 
China has not yet replied. Bat in 
the meantime : the British firms of 
contractors interested sre carrying on their 
press campaign and trying to embitter the 
relations between Japan and China on the one 
hand and between Japan and Great Britsin on 
the other, and are trying to throw cold water 
on the Anglo-Japanese Alliance, . And be it 
remarked with emphasis that Mossra Pauling 
& Co. are not supported in their agitation by 
the British Government, It is certain, however, 
that the British Foreign Office would support 
its own nationals in such a matter if it thought 
they had a leg to stand upon. 

It is exceedingly uofortunate that in the way 
I have indicated a hi drance is placed in the 
way of a friendly settlement of the question 
between Japan and China, the two parties in 
reality solely interested, 


Dengue fever is reported to be more or less 
epidemic in the Ermita and Malate districts of 
Manila. The medical authorities state that 
dengue fever, like malaria, is caused by mosqai 
‘One of the most common type of moeqaits 
in Manila is the stegomyia variety which ‘ 
Cuba is the general vehicle of yellow fever suf 
this is probably the 
mosquito bere” says a Manila contemporary. 

It is with deep regret that we recat § 

ag fs of Mrs. VYaughansmith % 
Tientsin, as the result of an operation in 
London. Lesg than a year has passed since the 
death of Mr. W. H. Mie eareeniy la it is to 
be feared that the aoxiety of thoee deys snd her 
loaseexercised an injurious effect ‘ 
Vaogbansmith’s health. She left da 
few fnonths ago on a well-earned holiday and 
the news of un ted death comes aga 
shock to her many friends throughow ¢ Chins. 
Mrs. vac -emith had been ited Wi 


coandeted With 
newspapers ig the Far East since 1809," °~’ 


devguc-transmitt b. 


Ror er: enn . 


- of My. Tjuin, the new 


106 


THE AMERICAN FLEET AND 
HONGKONG. 


“4, WISTAXES IN THE CABLEGRAM.” 


The following correspondence is forwarded 
to us by the Colonial Secretary. ‘na coverin 
letter the Hon. Mr. May observes : -“ It woul 
appear from the letter of the Department of 
State that tha United States Government did 
not scoept the invitation of this Govarnment 
to the American Fleet (o visit Hongkong ; and 
it would appear that a mistake waa made in the 
cablegram from London to this Government on 
the subject.” 

American Consular Service. 
Hongkong, July 28, 1908, 
The Honourable 
The Colonial Secretary, 
Hongkong. 
818,—I have the honour to enclose you here- 


-" with copy of a despatch received by me from 


‘tha Department of State at Washington re- 
lative to the United States Battleshjp Fleet. 
Regretting the combination of circumstances 
wtloh makes it impossible for the Fleet to visit 
Hongkong, and with assurances of highest 
esteem,—-I have eto., 


: Amos P, WILDER, 
Amerioan Consul-(ieneral, 


[Copy 
- Tepartment of State, Washington, 
June 23rd, 1908. 
Amos P, Wilder, Esquire, 
American Consu!- (General, 
Hocgkong. 

Srr,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your unnumbered despatch of May 12th. 1908, 
transmitting newspaper clippings which indioate 
that the people of Hongkong anticipate the 
visit there of the United States Battleship 


ment regrets that the report has 
bean circulated that the United States accepted 
the invitation of the Hongkong Government 
to the Battleship Fieet. Tho invitation in 
question, extended through the British Am- 
bissador here, was 4 clined for the reason that 
in carrying ont the then already determined 
itinerary of the fleet, which contemplated the 
fleet’s arrival in home waters in time to hold the 
annual record target practice in Cuban waters 
daring the month of March next, it was found 
pas acon for the fleet to visit Hongkong. 


am eta,, 
W. J. Care, 
Chief Clerk, 
for the Seorvtary of State. 


THE DEATH OF MR R. M. MAZE. 


News was received some weeks ago of the 
death of Mr. H. Marshall Maze, Acting Com- 
missioner of Customs at Szemao, bat no parti- 
culars reached the Colony. We now learn that 
Mr. Mese was proceeding from Szemao t» 
Hongkong and fell ill on the road between 
Mengtse and Loakay (on the Tongking frontier) 
of the dangerous malarial fever which pre- 
vails there during the wet sesson. He reached 
Hanoi in a oritical condition and died on the 
night of his arrival (May 29th in the French 


_ Military sso tae Mr, Mase joined the Customs. 


in 188@, and immediately before soervicg at 
semco, he was in charge of the Customs at 
Lungehow. 


JAPAN AND CHINA. 


A teleyram from Tokyo to the N.-C. Daily 
New statea:—In reference to the arrival of 
H.E. Hn Wei-te, the now QChinese Minister to 
Tokyo, and the impending departure for Peking 
apanese Minister to 
China, the Tokyo rress urges a readjustment of 
Japan’s policy towards China for the sake of 
consolidating friendship between China, and 
Japan. It disclaims that Japan is actuated by 
any selfish desires and declares that it would be 
impossible for Japan to secede from the concert 
of the Powers in the Far Fast; but it adds 
that this concert requires the iniroduction of 


THE HONGRONG WREELE PR 


low water, 
ne less than nine scres, and this will accom- 


about 30 feet 6 inches at low 
dition to this there are timber and steel jetties 


" NAVAL YARD EXTENSIONS. | 


BIG CONTRACT COMPLETED. i 


Tho departare of the staff of Messrs, Punch- 
ard, Lowther and Company fron Hougkong 
marks the completion of one of the most 
gigantio enterprises out in the Far) Fast; H.M, 
Naval Yard Extension, after being in progress 
for something like eight yoars, has been finished 
and the works are now taken over by the 
Works Department of the Admiralty. It will 
be remembered that the large dock. which. is to 
form soch an important part in the seheme of 
British navel operations iu ‘he Kar Hast, was 
cpened about a year ago, 


paa AND 


__ Lara 61008, 
SUPREME COURT. — 
erin rca tit 
; Friday, Jaly Sist. 


IN ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. 
Baerors Syn Francia Piaeott 
(Carmy Jverice), 

LONG STANDING LITIGATION. 

In the action between Li Po Kam and Li Pe. 
Yung, plaintiffs, and Li Ling Shi and Id Teang 
Pak, defendants, and in the matter of a 
by the Cheong Shing Bank and b 


Ai claim 
0! ng 
The water was then paid 

let in, but of course the dock was not ready for to he entitled to the suse of a1 sds a 


use, Dredging operations had to be conducted 
ontside and s pumping plant had 
Thia installation, not yot comple 


Court. 
Mr. M. W. Slade, instructed by Mr. 0. B, H. 
(of Messrs, Wilkinson and Grist appear- 


is one of 
the best possible consisting of two deep wells ed for Li Po Kam and Li Po Yung, Hon. Mr. 
a 


communicating with the dock by culverts, an 
when it is flaished in the early part of next 
year the dook will be ready for use. 


H. B, Pollock, K.C., instructed by Mr. RB. FO. 
Master (of Messra, Johnson, Stokes and Master) 
represented the Cheong Shing Bank, and Bir 


The main feature of the extensions, is as ered Berkeley. K.C., instructed by Mr. A. 


stated, the large graving dock which is roughly - p 


about 650 feet in length and 100 feet in width. 
If these figures do not convey an jadequate im- 


pression of the gigantic nature gf the under- | 


taking, perhaps a fow facts will assist to give 
a proper conception of the vastness of this work, 
For instance there are roughly {100,000 cubic 
yards of concrete and about 5:10, cubic feet 
of dressed granite ashlar absorbed; in the dock 
while the sea wall which extends to practicall 


founded at an average depth of 
The large basin covers an area of 


modate the largest battleship. {Its depth is 
ater, In ad- 


with embankments and reclamation for tha War 


Department, This reclamation was a particular- 
ly difficult task, and no less than one million : 


cubic yards of filling, consisting of quarry , 
rubbish, eto, had to be brought from the other 
sida and utilised in the work. |In convection 
with the graving dock, it will perhaps be re- 
membered that the contractorslwere faced at 
the outset with a serious ob:tacle owing to the 
unsatisfactory nature of the bottom However 
by piling and pumping that was overcome, 
and the present satisfactory It has been 
achieved. A tremendous quantity of. timber 
was utilised in the constraction of the dam 
and the foundations of the dcek. This was 
obtained from the China Borneo Company. 
The amount of cement used was also very 
large, no less than 52,000 tons. The Green 
Islard Cement Compsny supplied this and it 
is satisfactory to record that thp cement stood 
all the tests and showed no Signs of deteri- 
oration. i 

Messrs, Panohard, Lowther | and Company 
have been in the Colony for about eight years, 
but the time occupied in the actual constraction 
of the dock was about six years] The big staff 
engaged and the large amount of plant employed 
will also help to give some impression of the 
immensity of the contract which has just been 
completed. At the busiest period there wore 
about 5,000 employees on the work, with a 
European staff of fifty, while the extensive 
plant embraced a dredger, Henderson's cable 
way, five locomotives with rolling stock, 27 steam 
cranes of various sorts, a large number of 
concrete mixers, and a large number of portable 
engines and pumps. Moreover there was a 
separate establishment and plant at Mataxok, 
about six acres in extent; where the blocks for 
the sea wall xere made. 

Messrs Panchard, Lowther| and Company, 
have been represented by Mr./A. J. Williams, 
A.MLC.E., under whose supervision the big 
undertaking has been brought to s succeasfal 
issue. 


fia: meena ner eng peinee HotmnEnr ane mene a 
Mr J. Lawrence Woods, the business manager 
of the Reach All-Amoriosn Baseball Clab, has 
visite 1 Japan for the purpose of making arrange- 
ments for the visit to Japan in Novembor of 
what he describes as “ the finesf combinstion of 
rofeasional ba@8ball players” |which has over 
foft the United States. ‘The team is to leave 
San Franciseo on November 3¢d. and will stay 


teat below | 


in Yokobama sbont ten days, afterwards touring | $150,000 as should then have 
Manila, Chins, and Hawaii. 


olborow (of Messrs. Deacon, Locker and 
cacon) appeared on behalf of Wong Tong. 
His Lordship gave a formal decision on the 
neation raised regarding Li Chit’s assigament. 
fe said he had read the agreement care- 
fully, and ¢here was no doubt in his as to 
what it wae, It was notthe assignment share 
in the Lal Hing whieh Li Chit he formerly 


| owned, bat it was an assignment of the interests 
* (in the shares-of other companies held in the 


y! i 
a mile in length, ia built of "Bet blooks : "re of Iai 


Hing, or in other names by Lai 
This was made very olear by the 
second graph of the statement of 
claim, It was very clear that the ° 
ment. could not be assigned or 
over to another. Notice in writing bad ta be 
given to complete the title of thedebtor. There 
wes no pretence that any notice in writing 
had bean given to the Chap Sing Co., and the 
claim, so far as Wong Tong was concerned, 
seemed to His Lordship to be, out of Court‘ 
subject only to one point. On reconsideration 
he sary ae the pleadings shoald conform to the 
rules of pleadings. Undoubtedly the claim 
should have been set out, aud the assignment 
should have been mentioned in the statement 
of olaimot Woog Tong. Theassignment was 
nob set ont in the statement of claim, s0 
far as his Lordship could jsee, therefore, 
‘subject to argament, he was of opinion 
that Wong was oat of Court. 

Bir pare? Herkeloy—Paragraph 8 ‘of the 
statement of claim set out the assignment. 
His Lordship-— That point must be argued, 
Sir Henry ‘Berkeley—What is the effect of 
it, if we have alleged the assignment ? 
His Lordship—If you have not given notiga 
of assignment, the assignment is bad, I will 
hear argument on the point later, 


Hlog. 


ee. 
Tuesday, 4th August, 
In ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, 
Bayoks THE CAIEP JUSTIO# 
(Sia EF. Pregott.) 
"A QUESTION OF SALE, 
The Hip Oa Insarance, Exchenge and Loag 
Company, Limited, and the Hongkong and 
Manila Yuen Sheng Bchenge and Trading 
Company, Limited, sned Li Po Yuang-end Li 
Po Kam for $49,052 62 ag money leat. 


Cc 

him Mr. MoNeill from yang be and who way 
instryctei by. Mr. Bowley, of Messrs. Rowley 
and Dennys, 8 for tho plaintiffs, 
and Mr. M.° e, instructed by Mr, 
G. K. Hall Brutton, represented the defeodents, 
while Sir Henry Barkelay, K.C., instructed by 
Mr, Atkinson of Messrs, Deacon, Looker and 
Deere appeared for Li Po Kam on acountes 
o1aim. ™ i X 

The statement of o:sim set ont that defen: 
dants as mortgagors in consideration of certain 
parties named Yu Yuk Chi and Li Po Kwai, 
ag mortgageed, assis i Tsang Pakr 
brother of Li Po Yung. in the scttlement of his 
affairs and in paymont of his debts agreed that, 
they would on January 20th, 1905, repay to the 
mortgagees all sams adr A capes pd 


the mortgages. Li Po Kam assigned as 


i 


>” 


‘heaguit 8, 1908) 
security certain lands. Plaintiffs paid $150,000 


“in respect of the debts of Li Tsung Pak, and 
a Merry the mortgagees tranaferred to the 
intiffs all their rights under the indentares, 
he sum of $150,000, had not been repaid bat 


there had been paid $4312.50 as interest 
thereon. In October, 1906, they gold the 
property for $180000 bat had to bay the 


Hongkong and Shanghai Bank $60,662.32 for 
principal and intereat and $30,000 for cost 
on their mortgage. 

Li Po Kam denied that the transfer to the 
plaintiffs was made with hie consent. Io 
November, 1905, he commenced an action 
against the plaintiffs which was withdrawn 
upon their agreeing not to hold him liable in 

ot of the mortgage. 

ti Po Yang declarai that tke mortgage aod 
the transfer were in no case valid for more than 
the sums already paid. He averred that the 
ssle was not a real one but a pretended trans- 
aotion at @ gross undervalue, whereby the plain- 
tiffs had acquired the proparty at a price less 
than two-thirds of the real value, He counter 
claimed that the sale be set aside and that the 
plaintiffs pay him $i90,000 received under the 
mortgaga, 

Plaintiffs in reply maintained that the sale 
was 8 goed-one, 

Mr. MoNeill opened the oise for the plain. 
tiffs at considerable length and was followed by 
Mr. Pollock. 

The hearing is expected to last about ten day. 


Wednesday, 5th August. 


Ix Summary Jvurisptcrtion. 


Berors Mz, W. H. J. Gomprrrz (Acrina 
Pursny JUDGR), 


THE FIREWOOD CASE. 

His Lordship gave judgment for the 
plaintiff in the action by Violet Chan for the 
recovery of 23,980 pieces of firewood, short 
delivered, or $618 the value thereof, from 
Messrs, Wallem & Co. 


HONGKONG, 

- The Japanese cruiser “Tsashima” is at 
present in Hongkong, having just come from 
the Pescadores, where she made attempts to 
salve the wreck of the ‘“ Mateushima,”’ 

The King’s exequaturs enpowering Mr. 
K. R. von Wieser to be el oi Ernie 
Hun ab Hongkong, an tr. C. Frieslan 
to be Consal for Denmark at Hongkong, have 
received his Majesty's signature. 

It is announced in the Gazette that His 
Excellency the Governor has been pleased to 
appoint the Hon. Mr. W. J. Gresson to be an 
unoficial member of the Exedutive Council 
during tha absence on leave of the Hon. Mr. 
E. A, Hewett, or until further notioe, 

Mr. J. R. Wood passed an exemplary sentence 
on 8 native at the Police Court last week end. 
He was found guilty of suatohing an ear pick 
from a woman in Queen’s Road Central, 
sentenced fo six months’ imprisonment, and 
during the term of his confinement will. receive 
two whippings of 25 atrokes. 

The Superintendent of the Botanical and 
Forestry Department, in-his annual report for 
the year 19807, makes the following reference to 
the Botanic Gardens:—“The year has been 
marked by several noteworthy additions to the 
horticulture of the Colony. The search for a 
variety: of Wallffower suitable for our climate 
has, at last, been rewarded, and a successful 
babh of this favourite annual was obtained for 
the firgt time. It will doubtless become one of 
the stook plants of Hongkong Gardens. In this 
land of flowering shrubs it is not often that we 
find .anything from outside tuat is worth 
introducing into our gardens; an exception has 
occurred recently, however, when shrubs of 
Dombeys Burgessio, seed of which had been 
received from Durban, flowered for the firet 
time and proved a valuable addition to our winter 
flowering shrubs.’ Among other plants with 
fine flowers addei'to our herbaceous list during 
the year may be) mentioned Gladiolus Gan- 
dayensis and the GQladions-like Watsonia 
Ardernei, There was a magnificent show of 
Lycoris Aurea in the Old Garden in Ootober 
from bulbs planted fo the grass in 1901. 


os CHINA: OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


CANTON. 


CORRESPONDENT. } 


Zod August. 
PROFESSIONAL 


(FROM oUR 


NOVEL METHOD OF TESTING 
. PROFICIBNCY, 
Owing to considerable sickness and numerous 
deaths amongst the men in the Army here 
Vioeroy Chang has given special instructions 
to all the officers in charge of the Military 
Hospitals to find oat and report to him the 
proficiency of sll the: Doctors ea aged in these 
institutions. In order to do this effectively 
H.E. Chaog suggests that classi cation of the 
different kinds of cases in the hopitals be made, 
and those who are suffering from the same 
disease bo placed under the t tmont of each 
Doctor fora osrtain period and at the expiration 
of the fixed time to decide their hmerits on the 
percentage of patients oured. It is reported 
that almost 8:) per cent of the patients recen tly 
taken into the Military Hospitals are men 
suffering from cholera and the death rate 
amongst them has been very high. Doctors 
who are placed ia charge of the dholera wards, 
I believe, will have very little chanse of proviog 
their competency. | 
FOOD AND ICE. ! 

Itis again rumoarcd that ao Toe Factory is 
going to bs put up here, That there is scope 
for an ice plant nobody doubts, but 1 do not 
think the water here is Very suitable. We are 
getting very good ice from Hongkong at prio- 
tically the same prica as in Hbogkong and, 
thanks to the new hours advertis by Messrs, 
Patell & Co.,, we can get ice at almost any hour 
of the day. : 

MILITARY AND OPIUM 8HOKIN 

Sometime sgo a Barean was established ox- 
clusively for the suppression of dpium smoking 
amongst the Vivil officials and it is reported to 
have done good work. His Excellency Viceroy 
Chang, on reovipt of a satisfactary raport from 
the above department im mediate! ¥ gave instruc- 
tions to the Military authorities ‘to establish a 
similar Bareau. 

GUNBOATS COMPLETHD. , 

Owing to iosnfficioncy of light draft gan 
boats for pa‘rolling the West River, last year 
Vioeruy Chang instracted Admiral Li Teun 
to order four shallow draft gan boata from 
Hongkong. They are to be eqaij ped with mo- 
dern guos. The contract price fdr baildiag the 
four vessels including the sapply of their outfit 
is said to ba over 3)0,100 tasle to be paid in 
three instalments of which two instalments have 
been paid. Recently Admiral Li reported to 
the Viceroy that the gunboats hdve been com. 
pleted and requested that instruétions ba given 
to the Likin Bureau to pay the final instal. 
ment of 100,000 taels. 


a 
COMMERCIAL. 
‘. ~—~+>-- - 
IMPORTS. :— 
‘ RICE. 


Honekone, 7th August :—The downward 
tendency continus, the market being weak. 
Quotations are ;— } 


Saigon, Ordinary ......sseecccscssses H.90 to $4.95 
“ Round, Good quality ...!5.05 to 6.10 
rf LONG sca ceiin dst ivetetancicgens |8.20 to 6,25 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2.../4.70 to 4.75 
» Garden, 6 No. 1...{5.10 to 6.15 
» White,f...ccccseee Sdete naa daee’ 6.40 to 646 
» Fine Cargo : ies to 6.85 
OPIUM. | 


Honaxond, August 6th. 


Quotations are:— 
Malwa New ........, 
Malwa Old o.....csee cee cceees 
Malwa Older ...... 
Malwa Very Old wo... cece 
Persian Fine Quality ..... 
Persian Extra Fine 
Patna New 


a Sans 


| at, 
Honaxone, August 6th—/The thovements in thé 
various Opium niarkets have been as follows:— 


Malwa. Patac. Benares, Pers's 
Stocks on the 23rd July, Be —' 856}. 9,149 1,046 1,888 
July gird Imports per Delta ., 203 "200 —- 
se 6th ae 


——F 


i. 4 dpears — 390 250°. —- - 

” ” Sal i. — — ‘3b 

wee ovo mepep 

1,458} 2,720 3,406 1,808 

Less Exports to Shanghai .. j 58 150 186 
Ww ¢ Oot Pots inigtadive :; 
es i 

Local Consumption for it ; 1914 483 105 
fortnight... .. 2... yl 

Estimated Stocks thibday.. 1,214 2,001 976 1,131 


Bongal.—A continued active demand caused a 
further advance in prices to $1,090 for Patna and 
$1,080 for Benards. .Towatds the closo:as the re- 

uirements of the! Chinese are fully satisfied and 
the consumption is not very brisk prices bavd de- 


clined to $1,070 for Patnai and $996 for Benares — 


and the market closes duil.; 
Malwa.—The market hasiopened at the- follow- 
ing quotations -— 


NOW Ob. ciccisieaciddsecacdeass sete eeeseeens GORD 

2 years Old ivsicssccsscsdsscsscssecevsseeee BLO 

3/4 4 CHO ee eee reeredeesreneeeereeeate® 980/980 . 
5/6 pin, Mig iedanae’ tasecoeeneereseces 070/900 


Persian.—The demand icontinues on a very 
small scale indeediand good:drug is quoted at g8 


COAL. 


Howexone, August 7th.—The arrivals sinoathe 
25th July amounted to 15,689 tons of td apd ; 
goal 

There 


10.450 Australian, and 2,800 Hongay. 
expected is 27,400 tons of Japan coal. : 

have been no sales of any importance in the 
interval, and the market is dull. 


YARN. 


Honcxona—Mr., P. Eduljee, in his Report dated 
7th Au atates:—A further ip r 
of $1 to $2 per bale has been estab. in our 
market ‘or Indian Yari, and some holders. are 
still asking in advance for the few bales of beat 
spinnings remaining in steck. Mate regeipts were 
sold readily as noted below, and further exiquiries 
as to goods on the water are being made. 
Bombay, although quis’. continues strong, and 
the recent strike of the mill operatives there 
will further tend to restrict supplies and greatly 
strengthen the hands of holders here. A moderate 
demand has been experienced ee the 
greater part of past fortnight and f 


are practically all gold, and the 
attention of dealers his been turned to neigh 

ing markets as well as Bombay for further Cr] 
and some contracts have been ente to. 


At the close dealers are poiding off, but importers 
having in view the paucity o Ce 


at $98} has been reported, Japanese Farn:— 
Continue neglected. w Cotton :— rhe tadrket 
is bare of ec both Indian and China sta op 
Recent arrivals of two-or-three-pareels- ef su 

ting 250 bales were readily taken 


74— and on Ja 874. 
in imported and local spinnings is reported from 
i during the three weeks euded the‘Ist 
instant, viz:— Indian:—In steedy demand, 
sales aggrega about 7,600 bales on the basis 
of late prices with an estimated stock of 40,000 
bales. Japanese:—The tone of the market is 
firm apd about 4,500 bales are reported to have 
bands, at better ;pricea, the matket 

cloging very étrong. Local :—Demand continues 
and sales of over 8,000 bales are reported on tha 


.| basig of Tis, -80 ta 83 for No. 10s, Tis. 82 t> 84 


for 128, Tls:-87 to..88 for for-245 and Tis. 90 to 
85 for No, 16s, : 


108 ; 
1+ PrEC# Goops 


Mesars, Noel, Murtay & Co.’s rt on the 
hai Piece Goods Trade, da Shanghai 
80th ie 1908, states:—Tho intense heat 
men fast week has continued uninter- 
ecg f and to it must be attributed a guod 
a rd the alackness the — ae eye 
6 growing crops are ben y the 
weather ple! ie denied, and the Broepects for 
both Cotton and Rice are becomin \y more 
favourable. In the meantime rain fallen iu 
the north and also in Corea, so the outlook is de- 
cidedty improving, although in the north it may 
be a little late to do much good to the crops it 
will facilitate the movement of merchandise. 
The most interesting feature of the week was the 
despatch of a steamer to Corea with what is 
aly the first of ge persia . goods. 
th: no great quantity was taken it augurs 
well te the future the dealera here being very 
confident and anticipate that if things go on as 
they are doing a good Autumn le will be 
done. Assisted largely by the quantity taken 
for Corea clearances during the interval have 
been quite satisfactory. Although not quite so 
favourable as June deliveries during the month 
just closing have been excellent for the time of 
the yesr, and wo understand in come instances 
the dealers have done quite well on goods 
recently arrived. The Manchester market 
appears to keep fairly steady, but has not been 
troubled very much from this end, the general 
opinion of operators being that the chances of 
a decline are greater than those for a rise, A 
very favourable report is anticipated on the 
condition at the end of July, then it will only 
be the. scarcity of “spot” Cotton that will keep 
peed up until the new Crop arrives. ‘Ihe 
iverpool quotation for Mid-American apo 
after declining in inside the six-pence has 
recovered to 6.06d. according to telegrams 
received to-day, The last price for “futures” 
was 6,62d. Egyptian ‘remains steady at 7{jd. 
Wo have not heard of any specific purchases in 
New York but understand some are being made 
for China on a moderate scale. Cotton on that 
market was quoted by cables received yesterday 
9.40 cents : 
December, to-day September “option” comin 
9.67 cents. From the Monthly Summary o 
Commerce and Finance for April we learn that 
the exports to China from the U.S, for that 
month AES, i fia ge ee at eee te 
against 1 valued at $446,764 for 
same month last year. The total shipments for 
the ten months ending April 1907 were 30,597,101 
yards=$2,086,518, against 79,243,700 yards= 
$5,243,128 for the same period ending April 1907, 
and 444,819,669 yards-=$26,097,762 in 1906. 
From these figures it would appear this market 
has had every opportunity to ae into proper 
one again. Some one blundered and toe 
e has had to pay very dearly for it. The 
extraordi strike of the work people in 
Bombay has caused some excitement in the 
market here, although its purport does not seem 
to be thoroughly understood. It is, however, 
not unlikely to cause late delivery of Yarns 
contracted for, and for that reason holders here 
of stock are fairly ananimons in asking higher 
i Buyers for Szechuen ap to have 
t the better of second hand holders here, and 
ve relieved them of upwards of 38,000 
Indian Yarn. The market is very firm for all 
Bpinnings. The small remaining stock of native 
Cotton 1s being taken up at advancing prices. 
in p from first hands is 
cally at a standstill and no forward con- 
ts are being booked. 


HONGKONG PRICES CURRENT. 


‘Honaxone, 11th July, 1908 
Corrox Precr Goops— 
B ......1ba. piece $1.25 to $1.80 
Ib: 2.36 


Cetees ” 


’ ee seve 440 bo 5.60 
White Shirtings- in reed ,, 2.75 to 4.50 
| 68 » » 50 toe 6.00 

| 64/68 » 600 to 8.60 

1 Fine... cece +» 8.00 to 9.25 

k-folds ,, 5.560 to 6,00 


or October and 9.20 cents ing | 


ell a, 28 
THE HONGKONG WEEKLY|PRESS AND _ 


Corton Priczs Goons — 


Victoria Lawns—12 aie: 3 

T-Cloths—6 Ibe. (82 in.) Ord’y ,, 
7 lbs. ” ” ” 
6 lbs. ,,Mexicans, | — 
Tibs. |, » » |275 to 8 

ie 8 at 8.4 a in.) ,, |8.00 to 

Drills, English—40 yds., 18 ! 

& Elec tte} ha to 6.60 


6.04 to 1.8 
2.00 to 2.3 
3.30: to 8. 


Fanor Corroxs— 


Turkey Red Shirtings—1l4 to . 
6 Ibs. A LSh. tb 5400 
rd {0.10 to 0.18 
Chinese—Asgorted weeeesers ree ” 0.08 to 0. 
Velvets—Black, 22 in., ...... n» O27¢ to 0.55 
Vealveteens—18 in.,...... scree Os 0.274 


284 to 
Handkerchiefs—Imitation Silk doz.0.45to 2. 


t 
W ooutexns— | 
Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops 
WO yf ” Deeevas reese Ward $0, 
; German, .....cc00es » | 0. 
Habit, Medium & BroadCloths,, | 1. 
Long Ells—Scarlet, 7-9 lbs. piece {7 
Assorted........054 » 
Camlots—Assorted .......0000 » 
Lastings—30 fh 81 inches } 
sorted ...... ” 


Orleans—Plain...ccscsecee yy 19:50 to 11.00 
Blankets—8 to 12 vrcscccereee lbs. 10.60 to 1.00 


Baw Corror— 


Bombay s.cscsssssssscsesee wpicul $20.00 to $21.00 
Bengal (New), Rangoon, 


and Dacea........ 22.00 to 25.00 


Shanghai and Japanese... ,, .00 to 27,00 
Tungchow and Ningpo ... ,, vitae to 27,00 
Merrats— j 
Tron—Nail Bod.e.scescssssseessseeeon |.picul $4.12} 
Square, Flat, Round Bar (Eng.)... » 407% 
Swedish Bar .......cccccccecseseeee fee os 4.20 
Small Round Bod wiisisssesereesetens » 460 
Hoop, € 60 11/2 im.,....ecccocsssseceeoee 93. 5.60 
Wire, 16/25 02., ..sccccsscessreseeea Le a 9,50 
Old Wire sSsésisteiiesseseactiosecce: 4p” .8:00 
Lead—L. B. & Co. and Hole Chop... _,, _ 
Australian .........ccecssscscessenecuase a 8.95 
Yellow Metal—Muntz 14/28 oz]... ,, 87.60 
Vivian’s, 16/32 bz., ,, 87.50 
Elliots, 16/2807... ,, 87.60 
Pst ghibaNeasa aw iteeaaawexeertin lee 9 8,60 
Tin-Plates, oo... teadiees caivan’ {eae Dox 8.20 
has Sa iiedd ded ivetadiacbareaserice |..owt. case — 
MiscetLanzous— i 
Quicksilver, ..ccccccsccccsseeeeeneee |..pioul 154.00 
Window Glass,.....ccccccccsreceeee I box 4.25 
Kerosene Oil, .......ccccceccceecee es 1... Case — 
Saltpetre, No. 1 ............pioul [$11.00 to 11.80 
0. No. 2 .iccc.cseces » | 1080 to 10,90 
Do. NO. 8B vrccssseeeee n | 9.75 to 10.80 
WHEATEN FLour— 1 
{ 
Dayton, par bag of 50 lbs. ......../.....grosa $2.21 
»n «8.08 
” 2.00 
a 2.16 
i 8.00 
» 245 
ys 2.15 
1 2.20 
” 2.20 
” 2.20 
” 2.20 
» 8.06 
5 2.02 
i 2.20 
* 2.20 
ra 2.12 
te 2.12 
mn 2.15 
» 2,18 
3.15 
* 2.15 
oe 2.20 
e 2.16 
» 214 
Stove » 2.14 
Gluten ......ccccessscssccesecsescssseefoeees » 2.12 


EXPORTS :—. | ah 
Hanxow, July 92nd.—Basiness reported sinos 
the 2nd inst., is asjunder :-— 
. : 1908. 1907. 
'  -$-Chests.  4-Chests 
Settlements ... 14,749 24,662 
Consisting of the following Teas :— 

Cheats, per picul 
Ningchows........; 1,252 at Tis. 19.00 a6 40.00 
Oopacks ....c..s0+ , 894 ,, 11.95, 1400 
Oonams ....c00..., 4,088 4, 12.75 ,, 16.78 
Ookaas csesecssers ~7,871 ,, 14.09,, 18.76 


Iohangs..........< G88 ,, — ,, 388.00 


The following are Statistics at date compared - 


with the correaponding statement of last season, 
viz, 17th Jaly, 1007: — 


1908. 1907, 
Harxow Tza 4-Chests. $-Chests, 
Settlements ... ...480,419 482,718 
Stock... .. .5 » 16,661 25,779 
Arrivals ... .. 0557,080 458,407 
1908. 1907. 
Krugrane Ta. }-Chests. hesta. 
Settlements... 176,957 178,767 
Stock ... se wee 22,758 16,684 
Arrivals... 198,715 195,410 — 
Comparative Quotations per picul are as 
under :— 
1908. 1907. 


Ningchow Tis. 15.50 at 100.00 Tla. — at100.00 
Khemuns , 21.00,, 67.00 ,, — 1 7400 


Hohow... ,, 1900, 2450 ,, <5 
Kutoans.. ,, 22.50 ,, 27,00 ,, 21.60 ,, 26.50 
Wenchow ,, 19.50,, 21.00 ,, —-,;,- 
Oopack... ,, 11.96 ,, 2600 ,, 12.90 ,, 27.00 
Oonam... ,, 12.75 ,, 2800 ,, 12.00 ,, 28.00 
Oonfaa... ,, 18.80,, 86.00 ,, 15.50 ,, 35.75 
Seangtam , 12.60,, 1860 ,, 12,80 ,, 17.80 
Ichangs... , 27.00 ,, 65.00 25.00 ,, 83,00 


Hankow Tea Kiukiang. 
The export to 18th instant, as per Customs 

Returns stands thas: 

Season 1908-1909...lbs. 7,750,861...lbs. 4,091,011 


1, 1907-1908... ,, 7,565,865... ,, 4,834,472 
+ 1906-1907... ,, 3,698,104... ,, 4,621,824 
1908/9 1907/8 1906/7 


Via Shanghai, 
Ibs. Ibe. 


lbs. 

To Great Britain......1,698,041 2,058,762 2,576,875 
» U.8.& Canada ...4,171,980 8,839,632 1,6.:3,538 
» Continent .......0 2,420,916 1,845,861 1,567,867 
» Bussia via North. 1,299 820 28,948 


» Russia in Europe, 664,085 3,218,510 4,120,556 
» & hai...... 40+402,784,058 969,808 8,080,665 
Direct, 1908, ? 
Ui Se itaaied: sees 472,576 lbs. 
Gr, Britain +00000s008,006,000 ” 
Continent .....-ccee 838,101 ,, 


Russia in Europe...5,483,182 _,, 
Russia in Asia ...12,924,805 _,, 


Direct, 1907, Continent ~ 
Ba. “ BP USedvadaasscevaaeeaede ses 893,882 
8.8, ~ Belen sev vceccectoscesessecssesse OOM OSD 4s 


—There is no change 


Honearone, 7th A 
t reported. Quotations 


in the price as when 
are $85.00 to $88.00, 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS; 


ing Septem Oe ee ee re iy be 
ovember. Cowhides. 
Sy Pa here = Bowen ceed. Cotton.~Stocks 


+ el 
of the old crop are'cleaned up. This year’s 
is increased,  owlig to good pri ived by 


calcitic deetciuman tes «at. “AS 
a ee Suda ctedans sseasenseseobsages » 3.18 
a ee SG oesteeeeesse, eteee rs 


_ = een. 
pecccane 


a § eh a ' if i : a3 
" Arigust 6, 1908 CHINA OVERLAND TRADE ‘REPORT 1061 
Haxxow, July 2¢nd.—The prices quoted rea; Laxps Horas : % Barina eeh at 
for the net shipping weight ex cost of | no businem to reper Homeieke Hone fave| - SHANGHa SHARE QUOTATIONS. - 


packing for 


= Per pica! declined to $80, but at this rale a few shares 


| 3 
: can be placed. Humphreys Estates aro still on 80th July, 1908, 
9S eee Dee ead seeceecaeecseseseecee LIB, 80.00 | offer at §10. . ; = ; “a 
i cy nee sbolact a. se ferotenrs ” Hee ‘ Comparr. | AID UP.) Quotation, 
. Aree , palriead eae ee » 81) Corton Mriita.—There is fo business to Parmele Ma 
aa colour, ..... a bacesececbaveveves ee _ report, and quotations are withog ¢ change. Banks :— { 
é Buffalo Horna, 3 fbs.cach Hongkong & Shai] $125 | §785, buyers 
ee he bing 2p sp eas aadies ’ MrsomLtanszous, — China | Borneos are| National of China... £6 | $61, bayers 
. POOH voinenericisvgtvenersieisinve 9.00 | Proourable at $104, and Groon Jslend Cements | Basso-Chinees|.. ..| { BIST } Tis. 176, sellers 
_  WhiteChinaGrass,Sinshanand/orChayn ,, 8.10 | S¢ $10.65. There are buyers of Chins T1a6 
{ Green China Grass, Szechuan .........,.. » 740 | Providents at the improved] rate of OD fosgy hese 
4 Tate... Aides tastiest Rul tuctein nate » 8.20 Blocteiss - $16}, and Steam Lanndries at $54. nous come S un ie et buyers 
= egetable Tallow, Kinchow ...... ,, 10.70 | Ices can laced at $235, anfl Dairy Farms | por UR were on betes: 
| White Vegetable Tallow, Pingchaw at $194, : ees eo raed aera oa ee wares 
: or INE revessccccenssvecnsseioreee gp LOMO fo sss ROTA cents re dss Mer isan 
: ” Hongkong Fire......, $50 | $812}, bu 
tee vont berpaie mo 8.50 | Quotatiens are as follows :— China Fire...........|  §20 | $92, bayers 
= Bete tr shape : ComPany Parp oP.| |Quotattons Pee Tia, 204 ba 
y MBURL SDADS ..e.es POUETeTEReEE YT TTT a ° . / ere 
I, Gallnute, plum do. 0" Soe Tass Chinie } 210 | as 1at, bagers 
Tobacco, Ti Alhambra Ps. 200 [Nbminal Shell Trans. fond ) 41 |) £50, 
5 ‘obacco, 10 | } £9.10, sellers 
4 Banks— 70 shal Tog TsO { Tia, 49, sales 
: Hongkong & &’hai... $ Mndon 279 Pe atet = ‘ 0 1 Tle, 524, sales 
; sade Both] as irra | Paget tiie] | To] Tse. 
ell’s aE. A... A ee 
; China-Borneo Co....... oh sellers atone The : THO | ‘Tis, 60, sellers 
* China Light & P. Co Docks & Wharves:— 
je na Lig - Co, 4, sellers Shai Dock & Eng...) 100 | Tis. 85, aalea 
— piles Peoilietine py avers A &Wkew What.) Tio | Tle tort sales 
. ew ewe 5 7 
Cotton Mills— H,K’loon W.&G...; $50 | $474, sellers 
Per M. M. str. Tourane, sailed on 4th August, | EW... ssseee eon . 63 Yangtaze Se T100 | Tis, 217}, sellers 
1908 :—For Mareei!le:—468 balles sole, 866 balles | Hongkong ........... | , 
dechets de soie, 28 balles tobac eofenille, 8 balles | International ...... 18. 67 Sager Companions) 
naths, 60 colis cheveux, 475 caisses the, 28 caisaea | Laou Kung Mow... 8. 86 Perak © iuag | T5O | Tis, 084, sales 
chapeaux, 10 caisses plumes, 1 caisse soieries, Soy chee cee cescesccerer 8. 2424 China Refining...... $100 $1823, sellers 


1 caisre porcelaine. For Lyon :—727 halles soie. 


For Milan:—70 balles role, For Valence — 20 Dele Whe Raub Australian ... { se/to | § $8) sallere 
balles soie. For Barcelone:— es soie, For $4 
- Havro:— 116 caises the, For Bordeaux:-—7| 5 & % Whart&G) $50 #96, buyers Chinese Eng.& Min| = 21 | Tis, 16}, buyers 
caimes the. For Tamatave:—20 colis provisions.| Now Amoy Dock. $64 |$04, sellers Lands — — 
Shanghai Dock and|{., : S’hai Investment...) TSO | 'I'ls, 119, buyers 
Eng. Co., Ld....... 8.100)T}s. 4 H’kong Investment] 8100 | $90, sellers 
S’hai & H. Wharf. . 100 |TIs. 180, sellers Hamphreys ys’ Esta’ $10 | $102, sellors 
Fenwick & Co., Geo... $25 1812, sellers Weihaiwei.........60 T26 | $9, sellers 
G. Island Cement...) $10 |$10.85, sellers China ......ssssssseeee T5O | Tis. 50, sellers 
HONGKONG SHARE QUOTATIONS, | Hongkong &C.Gas...| £10 [$186 Anglo-Erenehy ccs: T100 | Tis, 1014, buyers 
Eoagrene penn 3 $ pt buyers Cotton — “ ‘ 
ree 9 ong ote 2oe 30, ayers Ewo eeeenee ee reereseonere T50 Ts. , bu 
Pare Honpkane Tce Co...... $25 |$285 International ...... T™75 | Tis. nt ts pas 
Honaxonre, 7th August, 1908. — Business | H.K. Milling Co, Ld.| $100 Nominal Laou Kung Mow ...| T100 | Tis. 85, sellers 
during the past week bas ruled dull almost to the | Hongkong Rope Co... $10 ($24, sales &acllers | Soy Chee ......... T500 | Tis. 2424, sellers 
point of stagnation, and we have few transactions Instances = H’kong C. 8. W. D.. $10 | $9, buyers 
fo report. ar ailver ia quoted in London at Canton ..cccccecceee $50 |$220, sellers dustrial :— 
yey and sterling exchange at 1s, 974. T./T. China Fire.... te $92, buyers T50 | Tis. 118, ex div. 
3 The T /T, rate on Shanghai closes at 74}. China Traders . $864 T650 | Ts. 58, sellers 
Hon kong Fire. $315, sellers 
Banxks.—Hongkong and Shanghais have 


ruled steady with small sales and farther small Union 


ise@asacaeeessaste 60, sales T100 | Tis. 48, buyers 
buyers at $770. London is still quoted at £79.)  Yangtaze ............ $165, buyers $10 | $103, sellers 
be Nationals have not been dealt in but are wanted | Land and Buildings— 
at $51. H’kong Land Invest. sellers §$| in Langkat......... Gs.100 | Ts. 551, sales 
Humphrey’s Estate 0. ca . 
: Kowloon Land & B. »8ellers | Tobacco... T20 | Tis, 95, buyers 
Marine Insurances. —Unions have been Shanghai Land...... : 119 £20 | Tia. 896, rs 
booked at the reduced rate of $760, and are WestPoint Building 46, sellers 100 | $85, buyers 
wanted 7 are at that figure. There are ae 
buyers _ Chinas at Tis. 78, and of | Mining— 50 | $85, sellers 
Yangteses at $155. ancien hae pease iat pa 6 Ts, 55, : 
EET T”*é‘CéCéCSC;*#*W;SC OBastern Fibre ...... n 
Frnz Insvrances,—Hongkongs continue on | Peak Tramways ...... 2, buyers = 
_ offer at $315, but Chinas are again in demand Philippine Co. ........ 8, sellers Co 210 | £9.17.6. ell sa 
~* at $92, : . Miscellaneous :— 2 ; 
j \ Refineries— $100 \4180, sett $20 | $19}, buyers . 
Suippinc.—Hongkong, Canton and Macacs Hours wae masta 2 | Ae Lewellyn ww. ssecee $60 | $43, buyo: 
have been booked, and more shares are available os Sere A. 8, Wateon'& Co.) $10 | $114, 
at $29. Star Ferries (old) are procurable at | Steamship Companies Central Ordinary ... 13, sellers 
$25, but there aré buyers of the new issue at $15, | Chinaand Manila.. 15, sellers Central Founders... 


after small sales at the rate. Other stocks| Douglas Steamship 38 
under this heading’are unchanged and without | H.,Canton &M..../ $15 |§20, sales sellers 
business. 


: Indo-China 8. N. Co. 
Rerrxge es. —No business is reported in this Shell Transport Co. 


8. Moutrie & Co.... 


- geotion, and quotstions are unchanged ahi ae ee 15, sales 
= South China M.Post.| $35 (623 §  § | Dunning & Co....... 
-Mrxtna.—A_ sale of Raabe at $7 is reported. | Steam Laundry Co ... 
Charbonnages continue in request at $580. Stores& Dispensaries! #§= | j= |= | Shai Mercury ...... 
Campbell, M & Co... 


Docgs, WHARVES anp GopownNs.—Hong- Powell & Co., Wm. 
kosg and Whampoa Docks are easier with Watkins..........008 
sellers at $105,'and probable buyers at $103. id ateon ie A.8. 
-Kowloon Wharves have been done at the redac- U ited A abou reais 
ed rate of $45 and are wanted. Shanghai Dooks ni sbestos ...... 


eG ccecenres 


$25 | $23, sellers 


inl ees 


Blt myer ve 


ee itory ..1.......... T50] Tis. : pellets 
are quiet st Tis, 84, and Now Amoy Dooks at Sa ot bucriecir Co $10 Printing Co.l). T50 | Tis. db : 

ae -$9§. Shan and Hongkew Wharves have : ore eee 
° dropped in the North to Tle. 180 with sellers, ~~. VERNON & SMYTE 1. P, BISSEL & Co. 3. 


ed 


sey 
i 
oe 


THE HONGKONG WEBKLY PRESS AND: 


Mesars: J..P. Biseat & Co.'s Share rt for 
the week ending 86th Jnly 1908:—The July 
Settlement took place yesterday. Business on the 
whole has been quiet during the week and with 
the exception of Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf 
shares in which a fair amount has been done at a 

ual decline from last week’s closing rate of 
, 563 to Ta. 198, there is not much to report. 
Insurance, — No 


144 
shares, and there are further buyers. Shanghai 
Tug and Lighter Co. Ordinary shares have been 
dealt in at Tis. 49 and Pref. at Tls. 624, Docks 


Co. Ltd. Shares were in good demand for the 
Settlement and after sales at Tls. 83 cash recovered 
quickly and at the close we quote buyers at Tis, 
86. Shanghai and Hongkew Whart On the 
$ard the market opened with a sale at Tls. 208 for 
September quickly followed by sales in quantities 
at Tie. 206, great number of shares were 
obtainable.and ‘on the 24th Tis, 2024 was the best 
rate prevailing. Since then this market haa been 
very weak-and after a considerable quantity had 
changed bands for September and December tte 
market once more dropped away to Ts. 196 for 
cash and Tis. 1974 for September; the market 
closing with sellers. Sugar Companies.—There is 
nothing reported this week. Mining —Sales of 
small lots of Kaipings have taken place at Tis. 15, 
but at the c’ose shares were wanted at Tis. 15}. 
Lands. — There is no business this week. 
Industrial. ~ Ewos remain at T]s. 634 for cash and 
Tis, 644 for October. thanghsi Gas Co, shares 
‘have been placed at Tis. 113 ex div. Maatschappij 
&e, in Langkate, In the early part of the week 
Tis. 652% was given for fair lots of cash chares. 
The market subsequently advancing from Tls. 655 
to Tle. 6573. Again a reaction took place and the 
price drop away to Tle, 552} at which rate 
there ate buyers, The forward market remains 
ahout the same, viz., Tis. 565 for September. We 
hear of sales at Tis, 580 for December, Shanghai 
Sumatras have had n fair market all the week 
haviog buyers for cash at Tls, 94 and for Septem- 
ber at Tis. 96. Shanghai Waterworks are quoted 
at Tis, 895 ex div. Kalumpong Rubbers have 
sary he hands at Tis. 65. Miscellaneous.—Rates 
ré as appended below and there is no actual 

business reported, Loans and Debentures.—No 
buainess has been put through this week. 


| : EXCHANGE. 


ren 


Honexone, August 7th. 


e Ox Loxpor— 
bs Telegraphic Transfer ..........:1+0 1/9,", 
Bank Bills, on demand ..........se ee. 1,94 


Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ......... 1/4,% 
Bank Bilis at 4 months’ sight 

Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 1/92 
Documentary Bills, 4months’ sight.. 1/8¢ 


' On Paxris.— 
- Bank Bills, on demand..... eesevenéesese 225 
{ Credits £ months’ sight ..... ........ 2294 
i OX GEEMANY.— . 
On demand ..cscccccssescsssecssccaneeseens 1824 
Ox New Yorr.— 
Bank Bills, on demand .......... ral 
‘ Credita, OOdayz’ sight ........ 
Ox Bomsay.— 
| Telegraphic Transfer ...........-..06 135 
{ Bank, on demand ...cccscceeeececeeees 1254 
i On Canourts.— 
Fe Telegraphic Transfer ............:00066 135 
Bank on demand ........... cee 1854 
ON SHANGHAI— 
Bank, at sight...........cc00 shi dectaus 74f 
Private, 30 days’ sight 00... 754 
? On Yoxouama.— 
On demand ciscccsccccees eu ieahin bed 87} 
On Maytts— 
On demand ........... Fat Serer 88 
On SENGaPoRs.— 
¢ - QOndemand a... febasveisasesoonse “C1 
On Batavia. —On demand... oe 107} 
na Ow Hareuena.—On demand......... 94 p.o. pm 
Ow: Saraor,—On demand ............ 94 p.c. pm 
Ow Banacor.—On demand .............0. 4 
H SVarerans, Bank’s Baying Rate ......811.00 
Goxip Lear 100 fine, per tael .........:..857.69 
j Bar SILVER, per os. sevnaeeaestceeeeseeay ty 
=a . 
SUBSIDIARY COINS. 
percent. ~ 
Chiness- 20 cents pieces... $8.00 discount. 
i H mE i be " ny penne pe ” 
i ongkon ta eeeces : i‘, 
‘ en at ee. ee des: 
Ey i , ‘ 


and Wharves.—Shanghai Dock and Engineering 


TONNAGE, 


Horerone 7th August.—Rates remain about 
the same as last reported. From Saigon to this, 
no demand, the local rice market; being very 
weak; to Philippines, several fixturgs reported at 
19 cents to 24 centa acesrdirg quantity and for 
medium sized carriers 20 cents iq quo‘ad; to 
North Coast Jave, a large business Has heen done, 
the cargo having been principally taken by regular 
liners, 20 centa having been paid} for August; 
21/22 centa for September and 22 cents for’ Octo- 


ber, November. December, loading ;/to Singapore, | 


13 cents quoted; other directions, no demann. 
From Bangkok to Hongkong, 18/25 cents berth 
terms, From Java to Hongkong add Japan, not- 
thing doing, no sugar being available for prompt 
shipment. From Newchwang to Canton, 20 cents 
nomins], From Manil. to Yan 
has been paid for ], 22 cents for zjand 2§ cents 
for 8 ports cf diecharge. Coal freihta are weak. 
From Moji to this, $1.25 nominal; to Canton, 
$1.85; Foochow, $1.80; Hongay, $1.50; Penang, 
$1.80; Singapore, $1.40 Krom |Haiphong to 
Canton, $1.60 has been paid. Fr ongay to 
Hongkong, $1.26. Bulo Laut tq Kohsichang, 
$226. The following are the settlaments :— 
Tjilotjap ~ Dutch steamer, 2,470] tons, Kuchi- 
notzu to Hongkong, $1.50 per ton. 
Tingsang—Hritash steamer, 1,04) tons, Waka- 
mateu to Foochow, $1.80 per ton. 
Holstein—German steamer, 1,103 tons, Hai- 
phong to Canton, $1.60 per ton. 
Fausang— British steamer, 1,014 fons, Pulo Laut 
to Kohsichang, $2.25 per ton. 
Fausang—British steamer, 1,41 
to 1 port North Coast Java (2,000|tons) prompt, 
20 cents per pioul. 
Michael Jebsen—German steanjer, 
Saigon to 1 port Philippines (2, 
20 cents per picul. 
Fiume—German steamer, 838 toks, Saigon to 1 
port Philippines (20,000), 24 cents|per picul. 
Nord — Norwegian steamer, 730 fons, Saigon to 
1 port Philippines (26,000), 2C cen 
Solstad— \ orwegian steamer, 88 
to Manila (26/28.U00), 20 cents per picul. 
Skramstad—Norwegian eteamdr, (860 tons, 
Saigon to 1 port Philippines (28/30,C00), 19 cents 
per picul. 
Fri—Norwegian steamer, 8°9 tons, Saigon to 1 
port Philrppines 19 cents per picul. 
Frithjof—Norwegian steamer, 81 tons, Saigon 
t> Hongkong, 12 cents per picul. 
Anna—Norwegian steamer, 1,017 tons, Manila 
to Shanghai and/or Chinkiang and/or Ningpo, 20 
cents, 22 and 25 cents per picul.! 


961 tona, 
tos) prompt, 


SHIPPING 


ARRIVALS AND DBPARTURES|SINCB LAST 
Mat. 
August— ARRIVAL, 

1, Aker, Norwegian str., fr.m Moji. 
1, Cheongshbing, British str., from Tientain. 
1, Haiching, British str.. from Coast Porta, 
1, Knivsberg, German str., from K.C. Wan. 
1, Kueichow, British str., from Tientsin. 
1, Nord, British etr., from Saigon. 
1, Tjilatjap, Dutch str., from Macassar. 
1, Tjipanas, Dutob str., from|Moji. 


2, Hinsang, British str., 
2, Kiukiang, British str., from Shanghai, 
2, Mathilde, German atr., from Haiphong. 
2, Meefoo, Chinese str., from} Shanghai. 
2, Shoshu Maro, Jap. str, from Tamsni. 
2, Tourane, French str., fro Yokohama. 
3, Arconia, Russian str., from Singapore. 
3, Bingo Maru, Japanese str.Jfrom Japan. 
8, Peleus, British str., from Facoma. 

8, Pitsanulok. German str., from Bengkok. 
8, Proteus, Norwegian str., from Saigon. 
3, Rajeb, German str., from Bangkok. 
3, Yarra, French str., from Marseilles, 


8, Zafiro, British str., from 
4, Ajax, British str., from Singapore. 

4, Dagny, Norwegian str., from Daloy. 

4, Glenfalloob, British str., ffam Singapore. 
4, Hongkong, French s'r., from Haiphong. 
4, Kamano Maru, Jap str., from Yokohama, 
4, Yerimo Maru, Japanese str., from Moji. ! 
5, Chatham, British sir., from Callao, : 
5, Chiyues, Chinese str. froth Shanghai. 


tone, Saigon | 


" ere 


$ | - [Aug 8, 1908. 

5, Choshun Maru, Jap. str., from Shanghai. 

5, Delhi, British str, from mbay. © 

5, Haitan, British str., from Coast Porte. 

5, Iechia, Italian str., from Singapore. 

5, Joshin Maru, Japanese str, from Tameui. 

‘, Nanshan, British atr., from Saigon. 

6, Bengloe, British str., from Loudon. 

6, C. Diederichsan, Ger. str., from Haiphong. 

6, Catherine Apcar, Brit. atr., from Caloutta. 

6, Curonia, Russian atr., from Moji. 

6, K. of India, British str., from Vancouver. 

6, Hangsang, British str., from Shanghai. 

6, Kweiyang, British str., from Newchwang. 

6, Machew, German str., from Bangkok. 

6, Orestes, British str., from Hankow. 

6, Tamba Maru, Jap. str., from Singapore. 
August— DEPARTURES, ; 

1, Asia, British str., for San Francisco, 

1, Nanchang, British str., for Teingtau. 

1, Rubi, British str., for Manila, 

1, Seirstad, Norwegian str., for Bangkok. 

1. Singan, British str , for Hoihow. 

1, Suveric, Br. str., for Keelung & Tacoma. 

1, Taishan, Chinese str, for Shanghai. 

2, Amigo, German str., for Hoihow. 

2, Daijin Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. - 

2, Fiume, Austriac str., for Saigon. 

2, Kanso, British str., for Swatow. 

2, Keong Wai, German str., for Swatow. 

2, Pongtong, German str., for Bangkok. 

®, Shantung, British str., for Samarang. 

2, Telemachus, British str., for Saigon. 

3, Hangchow, British str., for Amoy. 

3, Michael Jebsen, German str., for Saigon. 

3, Ningpo, British str, for Shanghai. 

3, Taiyuan Br. str, for Manila & Australia, 

4, Yarra, French str., for Shanghai. 

4, Choysang, British str., for Singapore. 

4, Dakotah, British str., for San Francisco. 

4, Gregory Apcar, Brit. str., for Singspore, 

4, Haiohing, British str., for Coast Ports, 

4, Hailan, French str, for Hoihow. : 

4, Kohsichang, German atr., for Bangkok. 

4, Nord, British str., for Tientsin. 

4, Suogkiang, British str., for Cebu. 

4, Taming, British str., for Manila, 

4, Tourane, French atr., for Europe, &o. 

4, Yedo Maru, Japanese str., for Sourabaya. 

5, Arconia, Kussian str., for Viadivostook, 

5, Bingo Mara, Japanese atr., for Singapore. 

5. Chibli, British str., for Doihow. 

5, Knivaberg, German atr., for K. C. Wan. 

5, Kwavglee, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 

5, Mathilde. German str., for Hoihow. 

5, Shoshu Maro, Japanese str., for Swatow. 

5, Wongkoi, German str., for Bangkok. 

5, Yawata Maru, Jap. str., for Nagasaki. 

5, Yoohow, British str., for Shanghai. 

6, Ajax, British-str., for Nagasaki. 

6, Arratoon Apoar, Brit. str., for Shanghai. 

6, Bellerophon, Britisa str., for Seattle. 

6, Delbi, British atr., for Shanghai. 

6, Glenfalloch, British str., for Amoy. 

6, Kueichow. British sir., for Swatow. 

6, Laertes, British str., for Saigon. 

6, Taiwan, British str., for Saigon. 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 


Per Delhi, for Hongkong, from London, Mr 
Wren; from Marsailles, Messre, Kingeome, A. 
Duncan and J. M. Kalun; from Penaog, Mr 
W.G. Simpson; from Singapore, Sir George 
Murray and servant, Messre, M. de Figuerdo 
and Oliviera Leite ; for Shanghai, from London, 
Misses Gallagher aud Wren; from Marseilles, 
Messrs. C. J. Lui and W. W. Sohunder; from 
Bombay, Mr 8. Kiga;.for Yokohama, from 
Marseilles, Dr. C. Fitsvilliams; from Colombo, 
Mr., Mrs and :2) Misses Wright, Miss Hudson. 

DEPARTED. 

Per Asta, for San Francisec, &o,, Mr and Mrs 
H. M. Tibbe, Mrand Mrs H. M. Cake, Rev 
and Mra J. B. Thomas, Capt. and Mrs T. I. 
Owens and iofant, Misses and Master Thomas, 
Misses M.C. Young, M. Aldridge, C. Green 
and A. A. Boltan, Major H. B. Ford, Messrs. 
T. L. Hasten, T. C, Cochrane, A. 8. Hewitt, 
A J. Williams, C. Clover, W. Daniel, W. C. 
Green, W. J. Gaibraith and T. E. Barber. 
a 
Printed and published by Bertuam AvausTus 

Haiz, for the Concerned, at 10a, Des Vaur 
~- Boad Central, City of Victoria, Hongkeng, 

- London (fice 181, Fleet Street, B.C/ | 


